Abstract:

Reform Judaism is based precisely on the intellectual heritage of the Enlightenment
(Haskalah) and its origins is dated back to the late 18th century. This movement was born in
Germany, but the real boom and reform in the true sense of the word occurred in the first half
of the 19th century in America with the arrival of European immigrants who brought with them
new ideas influenced by European reform movement. The extraordinary success of the reform
movement, that quickly spread across North America, resulted mainly from the religious
tolerance. This dissertation deals with the issue of the impact of European Reform Judaism on
American Reform Judaism in the 19th century in the context of cultural history, focusing on
the characteristics, trying to describe different religious, ideological, political and socio-

economic challenges affecting the Jewish community in the United States.
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