
Abstract  

Research suggests that olfactory perception of patients with schizophrenia differs from 

healthy people. In the context of previously conducted research, the present thesis addresses 

the differences in the abilities of identification and discrimination of odours and assessment 

of perceived odour qualities (pleasantness, familiarity, intensity, edibility) between patients 

with schizophrenia or acute and transient psychotic disorders and healthy volunteers, taking 

into account gender differences; in addition, the differences in the relationship between 

identification of odours and evaluation of the perceived qualities of odours between patients 

and healthy persons were explored as well as relationship between the severity of negative 

symptoms and olfactory perception. In line with other studies, deficits were found in patients 

in identification and discrimination of odours and in the assessment of odour familiarity 

compared to healthy subjects, with no gender differences. There were no differences in the 

relationship between the identification of odours and assessment of the perceived qualities 

of odours between patients and volunteers, and association of olfactory abilities and the 

assessment of perceived qualities of odours with the severity of negative symptoms was 

found only for identification of odours. Further research on identification and discrimination 

abilities and, possibly, an assessment of odour familiarity in schizophrenics could be useful 

for clinical practice. Longitudinal studies should be undertaken in the future to provide more 

insight into how olfactory perception changes over the course of the illness. 

 


