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Major criteria:

This thesis examines the Chines lawfare strategy in the South China Sea based on
the assumption of law being an instrument rather than a constraint of state power.
This is an interesting idea opening up a new dimension of the Chinese
(expansionist) strategic culture. The thesis is well-grounded in the theoretical
literature but I would still like to see the framework better crafted for the purpose
of the analysis. Most importantly, while the empirical part offers a lot of valuable
strategic insights the theoretical framework could combine the legal views with
strategic insights.

Empirically, the thesis is strong while the overall depth underlines the analytical
and argumentative character of the paper. The design is clear even if the
theoretical part reads a bit as a textbook rather than a foundation for research.
However, all critical notes must neglect an overall quality of the paper that offers
both analytical relevancy and skilful style.

Minor criteria:

The thesis is very-well written, well-crafted and based on a rich resource base
Overall evaluation:

Overall, this is a strong piece of research showing some smaller design deficiencies
Suggested grade: B
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