Abstract

The Vietnamese have been resided in Czech Republic since 1950s. Literature
claims that the Vietnamese is a rather successfully integrated group in Czech
Republic comparing with other minority. Hence, the master thesis aims at exploring
the political participation as well as civic engagement of university students with
Vietnamese ethnicity and are conceived as second generation of the Vietnamese
group in Czech Republic.

Based on a review on literature on theories and relevant studies on political
participation, the research employed qualitative approach through semi-structured
interviews with 15 Vietnamese university students in Prague. Analysis of the
responses demonstrates that most of the participants perceive political participation as
their duty of citizenship and do not link their political participation with minority
identity. Meanwhile, a distinction of attitude towards civic engagement and political
participation for the target group and the trend of replacing political activities with
civic activities is discovered. At the end of the research, this study indicates that
conventional theories of political participation are not be able to cover the complexity

of political participation in the modern society.
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