Abstract

Systemic corruption remains a challenge to good governance and development in many parts of
the world, while anti-corruption policies have largely been failing to prove success, despite
increased international efforts. The growing scope of research literature suggests that
ineffectiveness of the fight against corruption is caused by the inadequate theoretical ground that
anti-corruption activities are developed on. Principal-agent model of anti-corruption
interventions, which have been dominant, fall short in targeting the roots of systemic corruption
and its informal institutions. As a result, a policy gap emerges between the reality of corruption
and practice to curb it. By presenting the main indicators of systemic corruption and features of
the anti-corruption policy gap, this thesis probes into the nature of corruption in Azerbaijan and
analyzes the anti-corruption policies in place. It concludes that systemic corruption continues to
prevail as a norm in Azerbaijan, while measures to fight against corrupt practices remain largely
unsuccessful, due to lack of political will of principals, in contrary to the assumptions of the

principal-agent framework.



