
Abstract 

The thesis follows one of the supporting characters from the New Testament, James, the 

brother of the Lord. The first chapter deals with the meaning and occurrence of the name James 

in both biblical and non-biblical sources. The following second chapter deals with the canonical 

biblical texts that depict fragments of James' life. However, many questions remain about the 

closer characterization of our wanted person James and the form of his earthly family. The 

thesis also examines whether James could or could not really be the brother of Jesus of 

Nazareth. Through the analysis of texts we look for the answer that canonical texts give 

us.Subsequently, in the third chapter attention is also directed to the apocryphal and non-biblical 

sources that govern us about our James. In connection with the wanted James is mentioned and 

the first church community in Jerusalem, in which James played a significant leadership role. 

The aim of the thesis is to describe the character of James, the brother of the Lord, by means of 

all analyzed sources. In conclusion, a summary possible solution of questions concerning 

James, the Lord's Brother is presented. 
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