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The student introduced the topic of his thesis “The Dragon’s Pearls:
Decoding the Chinese Strategy for the Indian Ocean”. The
Committee proceeded with reading of supervisor’s and opponent’s
report, which highlighted certain weak points of the thesis — for
example, too broad research objectives, issues of application of the
chosen theory to certain hypotheses, and lack of clarity for case
selection. The student then addressed the issues raised in the reports
and some additional questions asked by the Committee (e.g.,
explanatory values of chosen theories).
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