
SUMMARY

This  work  „Is  assisted  reproduction  a  therapy  for  infertility?“  deals  with 

methods of assisted reproduction. The aim is not only to elucidate its techniques but 

also to open some difficult ethical questions. This work shows why we cannot regard 

assisted reproduction as a legitimite treatment for infertility and suggests alternative 

procedures. 

The first chapter is about the individual human life seen from the perspective 

of various  sciences.  The  second  chapter  is  about  causes  of  infertility  and  about 

possibilities of its treatment. The third chapter deals with various methods of artificial 

reproduction.  The  following  chapter  is  about  ethical  challenges  related  to  these 

methods. The fifth chapter presents the standpoint of the magisterium of the Catholic 

Church. The final chapter tries to see fertility and parenthood from a larger perspective: 

the principal alternatives are substitute family care and spiritual parenthood. 
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