Abstract

Post-socialist states are often linked to low political participation and weak civil society.
Simultaneously, there is a visible rise in the phenomenon of urban movements. They serve not
only as a platform for mobilization of citizens but also as a platform that builds a bridge between
politics and society. Therefore, there is a need to study this phenomenon as an intriguing
opportunity for research into the relationship between the civil and political sphere on a local
level.

The goal of this thesis is to show how city activists look at the civil and political spheres
in comparison to the definition offered by theoretical conceptualizations. Research has
demonstrated a transition in spheres, where activities are indicated as nonpolitical by activists.
These findings are not supported by the presented theory which considers them political, and
therefore, this study suggests that the boundaries of the spheres are shifted. Moreover, activists
constantly engage in both spheres and therefore enter local politics through their activity. They
prefer conventional methods to political actions, which they are not estranged to, but they do

not frame them as political.



