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Abstract 

The diploma thesis deals with the establishment of a settlement zone in the Russian 

Empire. This is an interesting topic, because there was no such thing in other states. It is difficult 

to compare the Pale of settlement with the ghettos that existed in Europe. 

The first chapter describes the origin of Pale of settlement itself. The second chapter 

discuss the general definition of Pale of settlement and the issue of translation of this term into 

the Czech language. The third chapter focuses on the historical context, the main emphasis is 

put on the legislation in Russia that was enacted in relation to Jews. It is also very important to 

mention the attitude to Jews of each tsar and official, because then their attitude was reflected 

in the laws. The last chapter presents an attempt to formulate the causes of Pale of settlement. 

The work is based mainly on contemporary literature and contemporary legislative 

activity, which gives the opportunity to best understand the attitude of the Russian government 

to the Jews of the Russian Empire. 

 As a result, it can be assumed that Anti-Judaism, which went through its own age 

development, but from the beginning played only a small role, was very widespread in Russia. 

Therefore, it had little effect on the establishment of Pale of settlement. The main reason for 

that was Antisemitism, which was the result of economic and social conditions. And it was 

Antisemitism what became the main reason for the creation of Pale of settlement. These facts 

are reflected as well nowadays. 
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