
Abstract 

The diploma thesis focuses on the perception of the personality of Jan Palach by the 

inhabitants of the town of Všetaty. People of different generations, gender and education who 

shared his place of birth or residence with him. The whole study is based on a thorough heuristic 

work, which helped to draw the historical context. However, the emphasis is put mainly on the 

subjective statements of the addressed narrators, processed by years of proven methodological 

procedures of oral history. The focus is given to ordinary people who do not have direct family 

or friendly ties to Jan Palach. And because he himself wanted to snatch just such an ordinary 

Czechoslovak citizen from post-occupation lethargy, the study focuses on the degree of direct 

or indirect influence on the lives of the narrators.  

 


