Abstract

The bachelor thesis deals with the issue of substance abuse among skateboarders. I assumed
that marijuana is more used among skateboarders. In the Czech Republic there is almost no
publication on this topic. In foreign studies we read that substance use is higher among
adolescents who play extreme sports. Furthermore, foreign authors state that substance use

and skateboarding are independent manifestations of masculinity.

The aim of my bachelor thesis is to analyze and describe the role of substance abuse in
skateboarding subculture. In this thesis I decided to take a qualitative approach, where |

collected data through semi-structured interviews. The research sample consists of six men.

The results are divided according to the research questions into five categories and the last
sixth category deals with the analysis of the CAST questionnaire. The results show that
skateboarding is taken as a lifestyle in the first place, then skateboarding is described as an
organized sport. The results also show that marijuana has a role to play and is closely linked
to the skateboarding subculture. Other illicit substances are used sporadically and are
attributed to individuals rather than to the subculture as a whole. Motivations for use vary
from substance to substance. The results further suggest that skateboarding as an organised

sport may have a preventive effect on risky behaviour.

This work offers a basic insight into this issue and could inspire future research and the

development of prevention programs targeting adolescents.



