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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 

The thesis "The cyber-transition of the electricity sector and V-4 energy cooperation" explores a 
relatively neglected topic in the literature of the cyber security. However, as it is pointed out by 
the author, this could be explained by the difficulty of the topic itself, and by its inevitable 
technicalities. In this sense, the general research question is definitely appropriate and the case 
study is pertinent to focusing the attention to 4 important countries, whose importance can be 
understood also by the arguments presented in the thesis. Then, the arguments are presented in a 
coherent framework, whose conception is fairly original and definitely sharp to hit the main 
target. In addition, it is structured in very logical way giving to the reader what is needed to 
follow the topic in detail. The application of the theory and framework is consistent and definitely 
safisfactory. The evidence brought to sunstain the main argumetns are sufficient to the task and 
the methodological discussion is quite interesting and well planned: it considers also the potential 
limits of the analysis, which is always a good feature. The thesis shows also sufficient level of 
critical thinking applied to the topic. In addition, the thesis is very well written, it is accurately 
referenced in a very substantive selection of work (perfectly reported in the bibliography). Only 
minor concerns could be found and I suggest two: 1. I would have expanded the notion of 
"cognitive control" to discuss the influential debate on soft power as it was coneived by Joseph 
Nye. 2. The thesis could have considered more the role of power (soft and hard) inside this 
crucial domain. Indeed, it is a thesis on the role of cyber security inside the electricity sector. This 
could have been done in the part 6, inside the discussion of each country policy toward the 
electricity sector (pp. 29-41): it is true that there is not much research on the topic from this 
specific perspective, which is a very good point made by the author. However, a more broad 
analysis of the geopolitical infuences (from within and from without) could have been beneficial. 
That said, the thesis still remain a very well written piece of research on a relatively less explored 
topic, whose contents and shape are quite valualbe. 
   
Reviewer 2 
The dissertation intends to analyse an under-researched and challenging topic of the security 
implications that has accompanied electricity network transitions in the V4 countries. I highly 
appreciate the effort to link the involved technical and socio-political perspectives. In this vein, 
the paper interestingly introduces the concept socio-technical imaginaries that appear to be 
perfectly fitting the issue at hand. Additionally, I value the emprical side of the dissertation, as 
the author has managed to sucessufully cover four linguistically challenging contexts. This is 
even more valuable considering the fact that the strategic milieus of all four countries are shifting 
quite rapidly. My main objection is related to the methodological part which I find rather 
overloaded. Mainly, the discussion refers to several critical notions that are largely 
inconsequential for the empirical analysis. Given the quality of the conceptual discussion and of 
the synthesis, a more clear-cut methodology would suffice, making the overall design more 
coherent. Finally, the dissertation would deserve a more elaborated conclusion. Overall, this is an 
exceptionally original dissertation, both from the empirical as well as conceptual standpoint, 
which suffers from a minor methodological issue. 
 

 
 
  


