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The research design is well thought through and the methodology is highly appropriate for the 
research question. The thesis uses comparative case studies based on the most similar systems 
research design. Case selection is very well justified. The interviews with relevant policy makers were 
very well executed and the student managed to gain highly relevant information and insight from the 
interviewees, producing important and novel findings. 

All the formal academic standards have been met by the student. 

The research addresses a very relevant question about the causes of the EU´s success and failure in  
promoting democracy in its neighbouring candidate countries. The student does an excellent job in 
presenting the puzzle and theoretical, as well as political, relevance of the research. She is also very 
thorough in her literature review, engaging with various relevant fields of scholarship and clearly 
showing the contribution to the state of the art.  

The student has made a very good link between the data and the conclusions. She has also clearly 
outlined some of the main contributions of her findings to the existing theoretical debates. This last 
aspect could have still been stronger. In particular, the contribution to those studies that already 
discuss the possible effects of enlargement fatigue and enlargement resistance on Europeanization in 
the Western Balkans could be more clearly specified. 
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The student has produced an excellent thesis, with very relevant and interesting findings. The thesis is 
overall very well written, with strong theoretical background, adequate research design and 
important and novel results. With some further improvements, particularly in the elaboration of the 
theoretical contributions of the results, the thesis could be a basis for a journal submission. 


