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The committee started the defense by inviting the student to reflect
on his research objectives, theoretical framework, methodological
tools and major empirical findings. The student provided an in-depth
overview of the thesis, both theoretically and empirically, stressing
the importance of a comparative approach to the topic. The
committee proceeded with summarizing the reports of the reviewers
and asked from the student to respond to critical issues. The student
agreed with certain weaknesses of the thesis, while demonstrating the
analytical capability to defend his arguments and research claims.
The student expressed strong disagreement with parts of the reports
of the reviewers, labeling them as inaccurate and unjustified.
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