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A. Structure and Development of Answer

This refers to your organisational skills and ability to construct an argument in a coherent and original manner 
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• Coherent set of research questions and/or hypothesis identified Excellent 

• Appropriate methodology and evidence of effective organisation of work Excellent 
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• Accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation Excellent 

• Consistent and accurate referencing (including complete bibliography) Excellent 

• Is the dissertation free from plagiarism? Yes 
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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 

I have rarely had the chance to read such advanced work at the Masters level. This dissertation is 
extremely well-researched, clear yet ambitious in its approach, with a thoroughly discussed theoretical 
approach that is tied in a thoughtful and open way to its methodology, methods and sources. As a result, 
the discussion of the findings is similarly thoughtful and tied back to theory and method. The findings are 
genuinely fascinating and convincing, showing the ways that state discourses of water securitization leave 
multiple silences and remain disconnected from the gendered experiences of water security at the micro 
level, both the experiences of rural and marginalised women, and those in more apparently powerful 
positions. What is more, there is a clear and thoughtful discussion about the limitations of the research 
and how it might be improved that shows a high level of general knowledge and awareness of how social 
scientific research is done. Many congratulations – and I do hope that this does get taken forward to PhD 
studies. The quality is certainly equal to it! 
  
Reviewer 2 

This was a very accomplished research achievement: well written, beautifully researched, and 
convincingly structured, this thesis tackled a complex, sophisticated issue in very convincing fashion. The 
intersection between Central Asia’s complex hydro-politics is a truly original angle from which to examine 
the gendered experience of water securitisation in the Syr Darya basin. What was most impressive, 
however, was the candidate’s maturity in acknowledging the limitation of their research and their 
awareness in not exaggerating the applicability of their findings. A truly impressive achievement for a 
masters student!  
 

 

 


