Abstract

The master's thesis "Blurring Gender": Negotiating Non-binary and Gender Non-conforming
Identities in the Czech Republic operates within the field of Queer Studies. It focuses on the
creation, articulation, negotiation and understanding of non-binary*, agender and gender
nonconforming (GNC) Identities. An important aspect of the thesis is that it analyzes the
understanding of these gender self-identifications through semi-structured interview with
people who themselves identify as non-binary*, agender or gender nonconforming. Through
this, the thesis lends a voice to people whose gender identity is not accepted by society. It is
important to better understand and capture the complexities of negotiating and creating non-
binariness. The main research questions are: How do non-binary* or gender nonconforming
people from the Czech Republic formulate their identity? How do they enact their identity?
What do non-binary/gender-nonconforming people from the Czech Republic prefer in public
and in privacy? How do their GNC/non-binary identities affect their relationships? Using
qualitative content analysis, the thesis attempts to penetrate into the meanings that non-
binary/agender and GNC people describe in articulating their identities and uncover/name the
oppressive forces they face in everyday life. Among other things, the analysis also addresses
issues such as the importance of new media, social networks and online environments for the
enacting of non-binary genders or the strategy of consciously blurring one's gender self-

presentation.
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