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Průběh obhajoby: The student presented the thesis to the evaluation committee and
outlined the research question, the method of testing, the main
results, and their implications. The evaluation committee went
through the main comments raised in the supervisor’s and the
opponent’s reports and invited the student to respond to them. The
evaluation committee appreciated the research question the student
decided to explore. The question is very important to investigate and
very up-to-date. The committee also appreciated the information
from the student’s supervisor that the author of the thesis formulated
the research question independently, which underscores the value of
the thesis. The evaluation committee also appreciated the regression
discontinuity design the student used to test his hypotheses. The
committee was less convinced about the conclusions based on the
cost-benefit analysis. The committee concluded that the author
provided only a somewhat good explanation of the Bass Diffusion
Model model, and he did not quite convincingly motivate its
appropriateness in this setting. The evaluation committee also
concluded that they would appreciate more comprehensive responses
to the questions by the committee members. The committee
concluded that despite the above-mentioned limitations, the thesis’s
strengths outweigh the objections and decided on grade A.
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