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The defence started with the introduction of the chairman during
which he introduced the committee and the reviewers. Afterwards,
the supervisor presented the work of the student, he summarised his
course of the studies, publication activity, etc. The student started his
presentation by introducing the research framework that focusses on
the relations between Russia and Ukraine. He then explained the
main concept of delegation related to the case studied. Furthermore,
he presented the research questions and the arguments on which they
are based. Finally, he summarised the contributions of the research to
the field.

The chairman then asked the reviewers to read their comments. First,
Prof. Mare$ summarised the review and stated that the current form
of the dissertation includes all his previous comments from the small
defence. Therefore, he is positive about the dissertation and suggests
that it should be defended. Second, the chairman read the comments
of the second reviewer. The second review is also generally positive.
Dr. Svoboda also suggested that the thesis be defended.

Subsequently, the student responded to the comments of the
reviewers. Then the chairman opened the floor for further questions
from the audience. Dr. Parizek asked a question about the concept of
self-defeating patronage. The student answered the question.

Finally, the committee deliberated on the student’s grade.
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