Abstract

The roles played by Council presidencies are a pertinent area to study, yet it has been
insufficiently explored. The Czech Republic has recently experienced its second presidency in
the Council which ended in December 2022. It has followed the French presidency, the first
state of the same trio. This gives us a unique occasion to study the prioritization of chairman’s
roles by comparing the behaviour of these two members of one trio presidency presidencies at
all levels of the Council for Environment. The legislative files in environmental area were
intensively negotiated during the French and Czech presidencies, especially the “Fit for 55”
package. Based on the theories on specific activities connected to each role of presidency
(political leader, mediator, manager and representant), we analyse these roles and the way by
which the consecutive French and Czech presidencies have played them in environmental field.
We compare the role prioritization of these chairmen based on the weight attached to individual
roles (except for the representant role) by the presidencies. A complementary part of the thesis
investigates diverse factors derived from the rationalist approach (the power of the country, the
approach to environmental policy, French presidential elections) and sociological approach
(experiences from previous presidencies) which might have influenced the role prioritization of
presidencies. We test whether our findings about the role prioritization of the French and Czech
presidencies intersects with theoretical assumptions and whether we can confirm our

hypotheses.
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