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The student started the defense with a well-prepared presentation,
covering the motivation for the thesis, the existing literature, the
methodology used, and the main conclusions. Both the reports and
committee members raised some issues related to the controlling for
urban/rural locations, the effect of teaching assistants on class
performance, and possible detrimental effects on the classmates. The
student responded to all questions in a competent way. The
committee appreciated the student’s ability to explain the
methodological approach and interpret the results of the thesis. All in
all, the committee appreciated the very good quality of the thesis and
the presentation and decided on grade B.
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