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As the author states in the introduction, the concept of cultural landscape in her research «is
broader than the classification of Sintra by UNESCO in 1995 as Cultural Landscape. It
encompasses Sinatra's tangible and intangible heritage and nature, but it does not offer a clear
geographic or material limitation. It rather offers a subjective interpretation of Sinatra's
cultural and natural heritage.» It is highly interesting that The author uses Said’s concept of
orientalism for her study of Sintra, working with identity based on Bourdieu’s understanding
of social identity of a region.

I find the chapter regarding the UNESCO cultural landscape too descriptive, either it could
use implementation of Oliveria’s own interpretation or it could be fully omitted.

The research is based on a rich sample of primary sources, the author also works with the up-
to-date secondary literature which is much appreciated. Nevertheless, I miss a deeper analysis
of the sources, the author often keeps it on the surface, providing the reader with a tourist
guide for the municipality of Sintra and the surrounding coastal area.

The structure of the dissertation is clear and logical. The author uses a cultivated language
suitable for academic writing. The standards of academic writing are supported by the correct
use of references although I would suggest not to use long direct quotes which appear rather
often throughout the text.

Overall, the text fulfills the expectations of a Master thesis. It provides readers with an
overview of Sintra’s landscape in (not only) the 20" century. Although it misses the element
of deeper analysis and author’s own interpretations, its added value lies in the presentation of
this specific regional case study to the broader non-Lusophone academic community. Due to
the above mentioned reasons, I suggest grading the thesis with the mark C.
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Venillez indiquer vos questions a abordes lors de la sontenance !/ Please, indicate your questions to be addressed to

the student during the thesis defense!
In your thesis, you connect the presentation of Sintra in the 20th century as a continuation of the

stereotypes of the previous century. Do you see any significant development in the region’s

presentation in the 21* century?
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