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Abstract 

This thesis examines the divergence and convergence of two populist social movements: The 

Yellow Vests in France and #rezist in Romania, both of which emerged in response to political 

and economic grievances. The movements converge in their critique of elites, corruption, and 

social inequality while defining said elites differently. Through a comparative analysis of the 

movements' origins, goals, strategies, and outcomes, this research identified similarities and 

differences between the two movements in terms of their populist features. The findings shed 

light on the complex nature of populism as a political phenomenon that can take different forms 

in different regions and contexts. 


