Abstract

This thesis focuses on two main topics: the digital divide and the spread of misinformation
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The theoretical part is dedicated to the first mentions of the
digital divide and introduces some of the main people who dealt with this area. The thesis
follows up with the measurement and for a better understanding there are presented the data
associated with the digital divide in 2021. In the next part, basic concepts from the field of
disinformation are described, which are placed not only in a historical context, but also in the
current reality. An example could be fake news that appeared during the COVID-19
pandemic. The next chapter deals with defense techniques against disinformation, both
domestically and internationally. The results of a global study by the World Health
Organization, which investigated ways of obtaining and working with information about the
COVID-19 pandemic, are presented at the end of the theoretical part.

In the practical part, the findings from this study were applied to the Czech Republic, with the
help of a quantitative method in the form of a questionnaire survey with more than three
hundred respondents. The obtained data are then partially compared with the results from an
international WHO study. The aim is to gain a basic comparison between a sample of the

Czech and foreign population and to confirm or refuse previously established hypotheses.



