Abstract

This master thesis examines the impact that radical Islamic ideas had on the ideological
and motivational narratives of North Caucasus insurgency groups. It aims to shed light on how
radical religious notions interacted with nationalistic goals of originally separatist Chechen
movement and Dagestani Wahabi movement. The thesis is focusing on examining legal documents
such as constitutions and its changes, presidential decrees, or news outlets. It also examines in
detail considerable number of interviews given publicly by leaders of insurgencies but also by foot
soldiers. The analytical segment examines in detail the political and societal development within
the movements at question focusing on the role of religious ideas within these domains.
Subsequent chapter provides a discussion on these findings as well as comparison of Dagestani
and Chechen cases. The final segment of the thesis then provides concluding thoughts and ideas

for further research in the field.



