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The student started with a straightforward motivation for the
research, followed by a summary of the key concepts that are
certainly needed to better understand the following methods and
results as the concepts might not be well known to a more general
audience. To test the six presented hypotheses, a complex dataset
needed to be constructed. The majority of the presentation time was
contributed to the dataset description and methodology, leaving only
a limited time for the presentation of the results and interpretation.
An important issue of possible reversed causality raised by one of the
reports has been discussed and an alternative explanation has been
provided. Several other methodological issues have been raised,
mostly connected to the country-specific effects that are not
sufficiently controlled for. The provided answers showed a good
understanding of the topic but they could have been better. Based on
the reports and performance during the defense, the committee
agreed on grade B.
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