
Abstract (in English): 

The topic of my thesis will be the selected life problems of Rudolf Horský, a Catholic priest, 

politician, and journalist.While Horský's political activity has already been partially discussed, 

in my work I will focus on Horský's privacy and everyday life, which will reveal a new 

perspective on the social position and possibilities of a politically active Catholic priest. Horský 

was an important figure of Christian socialism, which was forming at the end of the 19th 

century, but in fact he also contributed in a certain extent to the negative image of Catholics in 

society. In my work, among other things, I will try to offer some answers to the question of why 

it has happened so. It is Horský's private life that reveals some of the obstacles by which the 

priest-politician was limited and frustrated. It is about the overall limitation of the possibilities 

of a politically active priest. For example, the question of the priest's freedom of speech, 

financial dependence on the church or lack of time. Horský's priestly identity will be discussed 

as well. 

The sources that I use are, on the one hand, materials stored in the Národní archiv, primarily 

Horský's communication with his superiors. On the other hand, Horský's correspondence with 

Jindřich Šimon Baar, partially stored in the Památník národního písmenictví and in the Museum 

of J.Š. Baar in Klenčí pod Čerchovem. The memorial book from the church of St. Matěj from 

the Archiv hlavního města Prahy, and numerous articles by Horský and about Horský in the 

contemporary press, especially in the periodicals Vlasť a Čech, offer a rich source of relevant 

information as well. Some of Horský's book-published sermons and articles can serve as the 

last and secondary source. The starting point of my investigation of Horský's political activity 

are the works of Pavel Marek or M. C. Putna. 

 


