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To the Witches and Ghosts Among Us; Exploring how Supernatural
Entities uncover Social Processes in Urban Pakistan.

The student submits for defence a rather interesting thesis belonging to the genre of anthropology of
religion based on data from urban Pakistan.

Unfortunately, before we proceed to the actual evaluation of the thesis, we must point out serious
errors in citing sources. Turnitin has identified a number of problematic passages, probably taken
from internet sources:

1. On page 32 and following, several dozen lines are copied verbatim or almost verbatim from
the Regis University publication Sociology of Religion

https://cdn.website-
editor.net/ff826d98c3824defa40776de2b015c4d/files/uploaded/EndersReligion.pdf

(passages about Marx, Durkheim, Weber)


https://cdn.website-editor.net/ff826d98c3824defa40776de2b015c4d/files/uploaded/EndersReligion.pdf
https://cdn.website-editor.net/ff826d98c3824defa40776de2b015c4d/files/uploaded/EndersReligion.pdf
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h'larx strongly felt that humans should be guided by applied science, facts, and the use
of reason. Religion. he felt went against this concept with the use of faith and belief, which

only masked the truth while misguiding the person. For him purpose oﬁeligion was only to

give an illusion and promise of a better life where realistically there was little hope for one. facts, and the use of reason. Religion, he felt went against this
concept with the use of faith and belief, which only masked the truth

%e viewed God as being created in man's own image and in man's perception of what God

should be. His critique of religion was a call to people to abandon their illusions and

philosophy. he argued. had a critical role to play in exposing these illusions. The only next

e eligion was only to
give an llusion and promise of a better life where realistically there

step he saw was to acknowledge that there was no real God, only nature and humanity. This

was litle hope for one Th o

acceptance would encourage individuals to focus on their own personal development rather
than look to a God for help. and then philosophy should establish that ideal of human
fulﬁlmem%ne major critique of Marx and conflict theory and its position on

institutionalised religion in society is that often in periods of positive change, concerning and shus
viewed God as being created in mans own image and in

. . . ) s . e . tion of what God should be. Hi i f redi 1]
increased equality. organised religion often plays major roles in mobilisation of the masses. T SRR T S o

to neanle ta abandan their ilusions and ohilasoohv he sraued hada
Page 320f 115
th . a

2. Onthe page 12: original source: https://helpfulprofessor.com/social-process-theory/

BRI & cuni tumitin.com/viewsr/submissions/oid:6561:1525 74273 7Iocale=av e w @% & 00
0 Earodéjnicich a dusich mezi ndmi: Zkoumnani jak nadpfFirozené bytosti rozkryvaji socidlni procesy v urbannim Pakistdnu @ submission Details @ Help
’ « Topsources | AllSources 23
lesser extent, social change%ecial process theorv is a group of sociological approaches that
m 1 Similarity Exclusion
conceptualise socialisation as a continuous process. According to these approaches, =
64%
socialisation oecurs in all aspects and areas of a person’s life. Social process theory also Overall Similarity
I ; . - ; ; ; e helpfulprofessar.com @ <%
emphasises that individuals create their own identities through interactions with other people

and their environment. It then focuses on how these interactions shape the development of an

mdivnduaIQhe theory was founded in part by two eighteenth century German sociologists,

approaches that conceptuali continuous
tincludes symbolic inte d differential
on theory. According to these approaches.

tion occurs in all aspects and areas of a persons life,
Social process theory also emphasizes that individuals create
their own identities through interactions with other people
and their environment. It then focuses on how these

3 . = .

Max Weber and Georg Simmel.

%ax ‘Weber was a German sociologist, philosopher, and political economist who

P
Contents show Overview and Definition of Social Process
Thearies 1. Symbolic Interactionism 2
Theory Social Process Theory

contributed significantly to the study of social processes. His work highlights the complex
and multifaceted nature of social processes and their influence on society and individuals. In

Weber's terms %e ‘social process’ is a process of continual adaptation and adjustment
<1%

between the individual and the environment"®. Weber posited that social processes are shaped
o anam ?mr, “The Realities of Witchcraft a... <1%

by various factors. including social action, power. and authority. The concept of “ideal type™ <

3. Onpage 13. Original source https://dokumen.pub/the-perspective-of-historical-sociology-
the-individual-as-homo-sociologicus-through-society-and-history-1787433641-
9781787433649.html



https://helpfulprofessor.com/social-process-theory/
https://dokumen.pub/the-perspective-of-historical-sociology-the-individual-as-homo-sociologicus-through-society-and-history-1787433641-9781787433649.html
https://dokumen.pub/the-perspective-of-historical-sociology-the-individual-as-homo-sociologicus-through-society-and-history-1787433641-9781787433649.html
https://dokumen.pub/the-perspective-of-historical-sociology-the-individual-as-homo-sociologicus-through-society-and-history-1787433641-9781787433649.html
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of individuals. He considers social relations to be of "chance", which meansSocial © “lomenpee © <1%

relationships do not exist with any iron necessity or regularity. but instead have a somewhat 70t15 5]
probabilistic nature. He characterises social relations as largely potential entities, based on the
chance that certain interconnected actions are lakmg%lnce in reality. The theme of social
relations is also related to the topic of the state and power. Weber dcﬁucgowcr. once again.
with the help of the concept of ch:mceQH his conception, power is the chance of an actor

(individual. group. institution) to enforce its own will against the resistance of others in the

framework of a given social relationship.

. S s - —_— epdt.pub
Georg Simmel was a (.velmﬂlgoclologlsl who also made significant contributions to o

! X q_ e : o helpfulprofessor.com <1%
the study of social processes. According to Simmel. *The fundamental problem which o

confronts modern social life is the relationship between the individual and the social forces m

Furthermore, there are a number of passages in the work that look at best like a confusion of
guotation and paraphrase, if not something worse.

However, the problematic passages occur only in some parts of the thesis, particularly in the sections
devoted to the classics of sociological theory. Other passages of the thesis are based on reading original
sources and the research is also original. Theoretically, the plagiarized passages could be explained as
cases of so-called unintentional plagiarism given by the poor way of taking extracts from the readings.

| believe that the student should be given a chance to explain the issues. If the matter is explained, |
suggest a grade of good (3).

Mgr. Marek Némecky, Ph.D.



