Abstract

This thesis explores the concurrent role of Western hegemony alongside the lasting
effects of communism in the challenges faced by post-socialist countries, with a specific
focus on the Czech Republic. While communism is commonly seen as the primary cause,
we argue that cultural ideas associated with Western hegemony predate communism and
have deeply influenced Europe's identity. The thesis is divided into sections that examine
the concept of progress throughout history and its relevance to Western European
identity, followed by an exploration of hegemony through examples from post-socialist
nations, including the Czech Republic. The thesis concludes by addressing potential
criticisms and providing an exercise that applies the concepts of hegemony and progress
to contemporary Czech society. This analysis aims to present an alternative perspective
that acknowledges the simultaneous effects of both communism and Western hegemony

in shaping the challenges faced by post-socialist countries during their transition.



