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The student presented her thesis focusing on nowcasting real GDP
growth of the European economies using dynamic factor model and
machine learning approach. She started by emphasizing the
motivation and the contribution of the thesis, continued with the
description of the used data and methodology. Then the student
turned her attention to describing her results. After the presentation,
the referee reports were summarized and the student was asked to
respond to the questions raised in the opponent's report. The
committee members then discussed with the student a wide range of
topics connected to the topic of her thesis. The committee was very
satisfied with the way the student responded and demonstrated that
she is well versed in the topic. Based on the very good performance
during the defense, the committee decided to give her the grade A.
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