Abstract:

The thesis will focus on the African Union as an institution of the integration process of
African states and its position in international relations. In the first part, the thesis will trace
this process through the prism of Wendt's teleology of international relations, where
decolonization can be seen as an example of Hegel's struggle for recognition. The thesis will
attempt to show how the African experience develops Wendt's argument. The second part
of the thesis will focus on the discussion of weak statehood in the African context, and an
empirical look at the African Union as an institution that brings together mostly weak states.
In the third part, African realities will be examined through the lens of Bhabha's mimicry
(mimicking European integration), and also from the perspective of Wallerstein's world
system theory.
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