Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to analyze, present and evaluate the concept of Jesus' death as a
sacrifice for God's people in selected texts of the German New Testament exegete Gerhard
Lohfink (b. 1934). The thesis briefly introduces the author's life and his areas of research. The
second part presents the basic thought structures through which Lohfink approaches the life and
mystery of Jesus of Nazareth. This second part also includes a brief christological analysis of
Lohfink's texts. While the second part is mostly christological, the following section is focused
on soteriology. This chapter is focused on Jesus' death itself. It shows the deep Old Testament
background of Jesus' gestures and sayings. Lohfink's interpretation of Jesus' death then
culminates in its conception as a covenant sacrifice that Jesus offers on behalf of God's people.
Then, in our author's thinking, lays Jesus down his life for Israel, the church, and the world.



