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Assessment of the Licentiate Thesis

The present Licentiate thesis deals with chapter 8 of 1 Corinthians, the issue of food sacrificed
to idols. The author of the thesis is convinced that it is possible, by means of very minute
linguistic and stylistic analyses, to arrive at a distinction between the three groups of opinions
(voices) present in the text.

The introductory passage is devoted to a summary of previous research on the subject, an
evaluation of the contribution of individual scholars, their critical assessment and the outlining
of his own methodological approach.

In the main part, the author then discusses the individual indicators (prepositions, conjunctions,
prepositional and verbal phrases) that could be used to determine the boundaries when Paul
inserts someone else's opinion into his text, when a voice different from his own is heard. The
author is thus looking for possible beginnings and ends of a voice other than Paul's, stylistic
and opinional deviations from Paul's normal argument. His argumentation is on the whole
convincing, but at times, in my view, unnecessarily complex and constantly hedging, i.e.,
polemicising with other opinions, so that the text becomes difficult to read and understand.

As this is the first chapter of a PhD thesis, the bibliography of which is more than respectable,
it is mainly devoted to methodological issues, so it is impossible to assess what result and with
what contribution the author arrives at throughout the thesis. For me, the question of in what
sense and why Paul adopts the arguments of another party remains so far unanswered. With this
chapter, the author undoubtedly sets the stage for answering this question, which will also be
important for understanding Paul's style of work and communication with his addressees.

It is understandable that the author struggles to find clear criteria to distinguish Paul's own voice
from the voices of others (the Corinthians) whose arguments he uses, since even with other
ancient authors it is difficult to determine where the quotation begins. This is de facto often
difficult for Paul himself even in the case of references or allusions (indirect quotations) to
Scripture texts.

In his work, the author demonstrates an excellent knowledge of the relevant literature,
contemporary Greek, and the ability to make his own arguments. From the point of view of the
treatment of the topic, the work is quite superior. From a linguistic point of view it is
undoubtedly of very high quality, but I am not adequately able to judge that.

The thesis has 60 pages of text (+ 13 pages of bibliography), 159 notes, which are not just
references to the literature, but real side comments on sub-issues and problems.

I recommend the thesis for recognition as a Licentiate thesis without reservation.

Prague, 4 September 2023 doc. PhDr. Mireia Ryskova Dr. Theol.
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Posudek licenciatni prace

Predlozena licenciatni prace se zabyva kapitolou 8 z 1. listu Korintantim, tedy problematikou
jidla obétovaného modlam. Autor prace je presvédcen, ze lze pomoci velmi minucidéznich
jazykovych a stylistickych rozborG dospét krozliseni tii nazorovych skupin (hlasi)
pfitomnych v textu.

Uvodni pasaZ je vénovana shrnuti dosavadniho vyzkumu dané problematiky, zhodnoceni
piinosu jednotlivych badateli, jejich kritickému zhodnoceni a vytyCeni vlastniho
metodologického ptistupu.

V hlavni ¢asti pak autor rozebira jednotlivé ukazatele (pfedlozky, spojky, predlozkova a slovni
spojeni), jez by mohly byt vyuzity ke stanoveni hranic, kdy Pavel vklada do svého textu cizi
minéni, kdy tedy zazniva jiny hlas nez jeho vlastni. Autor tedy hledd mozné zacatky a konce
jiného nez Pavlova hlasu, stylistické a nazorové odchylky od bézné Pavlovy argumentace.
Jeho argumentace je vcelku presvédciva, nicméné misty z mého pohledu zbyteéné slozitd a
neustale se zajist'ujici, tj. polemizujici s jinymi nézory, takze se text stdva nesnadno Citelnym
a prehlednym.

Protoze jde o prvni kapitolu z doktorské préce, jejiz bibliografie je vic nez uctyhodna, je
vénovana pievazné metodologickym otdzkdm, takZe nelze zhodnotit, k jakému vysledku a
s jakym piinosem autor v celé praci dospéje. Pro mne zatim zlistdva nezodpovézend otazka,
v jakém smyslu a pro¢ Pavel piebira argumenty dalSi strany. Touto kapitolou si autor
nepochybné pfipravuje odpovéd’ na tuto otdzku, coz bude dulezité pro hlubsi pochopeni
Palovy stylu préce i zpiisobu komunikace s adresaty.

Je pochopitelné, Ze se autor snazi najit jednoznacna kritéria k odliSeni Pavlova vlastniho hlasu
od hlasii jinych (Korintanll), jejichz argumentace vyuZziva, protoze i u jinych starovékych
autorti je obtizné stanovit, kde za¢ind citace. To je de facto leckdy obtizné u Pavla samotného
1 v piipad¢ odkazli ¢i nardzek (nepfimych citaci) na texty Pisma.

Ve své préci autor prokazuje vytecnou znalost relevantni literatury, dobové fectiny, schopnost
vlastni argumentace. Z hlediska zpracovani tématu je prace =zcela nadstandardni.
Z jazykového hlediska je nepochybné velmi kvalitni, ale to nejsem adekvatné s to posoudit.

Prace ma 60 stran textu (+ 13 stran bibliografie), 159 poznamek, jeZ nejsou jen odkazy na
literaturu, nybrz skute¢nymi vedlejSimi komentafi k dil¢im otdzkdm a problémiim.

Praci doporucuji k uznani jako praci licenciatni zcela bez vyhrad.

V Praze 4. 9. 2023 doc. PhDr. Mireia Ryskova Dr. Theol.



