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Course of defence: The student began by thematizing her thesis and explaining what her
objectives were, esp. in relation to the issue of decolonization. She
then presented her research question and provided a short overview
of the historical background of the case. Following that, she went
into discussing a literature review at which point she highlighted
existing gaps and explained how she wished to shed more light on
them. She then spoke about her methodology, which was qualitative
and composed of four methods. The student also mentioned some of
the limitations and then moved on to present her findings. Detailing
the process, she detailed her concepts and showed how they were
used to get to the findings, including by emphasizing how she
interlinked her concepts. Following that, the student provided a
conclusion she came to based on her results. Then the student came
to the reviews, thanking the reviewers for their comments. Only the
second reviewer had critical points: problem with historical sources -
the student agreed that she had failed to explain her choices in the
thesis; she however disagreed with a comment that found an
empirical gap in the work, given space constraints, she could not
include it. There was also a comment about a lack of interviews, with
which the student agreed and hoped that they would be undertaken in
further studies. The committee did not have specific questions but
appreciated how the student structured her defense.
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Result of defence: excellent (A)
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