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Course of defence: The student introduced his topic of Civil military relations and their
development in France, esp. in the aftermath of terrorist attacks in
2015 and other. He introduced his question and then his
methodology, which was about semi-structured interviews and other
qualitative methods. He introduced some key concepts that became
evident - especially the origins of civil-military relations, in France
and generally, and how they developed. He mentioned especially a
coup that occurred at the end of the Algerian War, which he posited
as important. Also, he focused on past and present terrorist threats in
France the capacity of the state apparatus to tackle them. His findings
were that despite past discrepancies, the French army is a
professional force that obeys civil rule and obey the rule of law and
the relationship is now stable; but the public consciousness (here the
connection cut). Turning to feedback, the student started with
critiques: one of the problems was his approach to literature review
which caused his theoretical argument to be less solid, focusing on
too many theories and too superficially. Also, the student used newer
theories, but did not engage enough, making the argument a bit too
unspecific. The problem, then, was a lack of a proper theoretical
framework. A lot of effort was put to data collection / analysis, but
perhaps at the extent of his theory. Structure was also a bit
problematic, could be improved, streamlined. Further, his analysis
could have also been more focused. The committee lauded the
student’s presentation and confirmed that he passed. They had no
further questions.
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Result of defence: very good (C)
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