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Course of defence: The student presented the theme of her thesis and explained the
empirical background behind it, including controversies related to the
issue. Based on that, the student explained the motivation and
rationale for her work, linking it to a novelty of the topic, and
presented her research objectives. Then, the student talked about
conceptualization and methodology, outlining what factors she
considered and showcasing the overall research strategy. She also
provided more detail on how she would operationalize the approach,
including issues related to measurement. Following that, the student
presented her key findings and suggested that her work was very
much indicative, explorative and even if her findings might seem
trivial, it was the first work to explore the issue. She discussed her
conclusions, interpretations and the implications of her research. She
reiterated the necessary tentativeness of her work. Next, the reviews.
The main critique was about a disconnect between how the final
product turned out to be and what it was shaping up to be during the
writing part. The student explained how she struggled with the
writing process. Also, there was a comment about the work being
incomplete, esp. related to the work missing a bibliography. The
student countered that she always had one, it just was not well
structured. Finally, lack of specificity in the data / methodology
section. The student put this down to stylistic errors on her part.
Then, one committee member asked the student to expand upon a
specific empirical finding. The student did and the committee was
happy with the answer.
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Result of defence: excellent (B)
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