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The student introduced the topic of her dissertation, situated the issue
in a real-world context and helped explain the motivation. Following
that, the student presented her research question and detailed how she
proceeded to answer it within the scope of three case studies. The
student made use of mixed-methods approach, which she described
in some detail, relating the methodology to her work. Next, the
student demonstrated her analytical process, explaining her code and
theme emergence. Finally, the student presented three conclusions
she drew from her work as well as related her findings to a wider
theoretical-empirical context, suggested how it was relevant policy-
wise, and outlined future research directions. Following that, the
student presented and reflected the reviews. She pinpointed
shortcomings related to her literature review but made clear how her
work actually addressed the alleged issues. The student also
recognized that her argumentation would have benefitted from
drawing linkages to relevant research. The committee praised the
defense, the work, and suggested the piece was published. The
committee also asked about possible methodological challenges and
ethical issues as well as details related to the content of the work (the
meaning of anti-institutional). The student answered both questions
to the satisfaction of the committee.
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