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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS

Reviewer 1

This is a fantastic dissertation on a timely topic that lacks attention from scholars working in
International Relations and Security: how transnational crime organisations (specifically cartels)
use TikTok. The dissertation is very well grounded in relevant contextual and theoretical
literature on transntaional crime organisations, social media and secuirty studies, especially
vernacular security studies. The author's ability to identify gaps and critique contemporarry state
of the art literature is very impressive, and at a level beyond what | would expect from a masters
student. The dissertation draws upon a cutting edge methodology that is again engaging with
innovative work in the field and applying it to a new topic so as to contribute to knowledge
around how cartels use TikTok. In terms of both digital ethnography and visual content analysis,
the project is rigourous and consistent.

By engaging with such an impresisve set of data - 250 TikTok videos - the dissertation provides
an important empirical contribution, that provides a detailed and rich study interpreting the
content of cartel TikToks. The findings are clearly presented, and the discussion chapter really
highlights the significance of the data anlysis. Figures and tables are used appropriatly to
highlight key points. Overall, this is an outstanding dissertation, and there are only two minor
areas for improvement:

1) the author could make a much better use of page numbers in references.

2) the argument about cartels not being political could be better phrased, as much literature on
corporations and on political economy highlights how private companies are inherently political.

These are however, minor points, and in sum, this dissertation is very well written and a delight
to read. It engages with security studies in a critical and cosntructive way, and draws upon
extensive original empirical analysis to provide a contribution to knowledge. This is beyond what
I would expect from a masters dissertation and the author should be proud of such an

achievement.
Reviewer 2

The dissertation presents an original and very interesting insight into the phenomenon of narco-
influencing. Specifically, it examines the ways in which two major Mexican narco-cartels use
social media. The goal of the paper is clearly defined, relevant and very interesting.

The author appropriately places the problem in the disciplinary context of studying the
relationship between social media and security with a specific focus on organized crime.
Methodologically, the research is based on digital ethnography and visual content analysis. The
analysis itself is very well done and feels robust and convincing (particualrly after reviewing the
appendix with codes). | also appreciate that the author devoted a large space to the interpretation
of visual themes. While being very well-contextualized, the results offer not only a deep insight
into the fucntioning of the two specific cartels, but provide valuable information that could be
generalized to similar actors (criminal organizations).

From an overall point of view, | consider the research to be excellent. The topic is well
established in the disciplinary literature and the empirical analysis is based on a solid
methodological foundation. Last but not least, the author has utilized a rich resource base and has
crafted a dissertation that is pleasure to read from both interms of substance and form.
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