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ABSTRACT

In the period between 1997 and 2007, Kofi Annan ®@sretary General of the United
Nation Organization. This work concerns his mediage in Czech and Ghanaian media (as
an example of European and African media respdgjiv€he theoretical basis is taken from
media theory, looking at thinkers such as Michamldault, Althusser and the Roland Barthes
and an important part of the project is based dtic@r Discourse Analysis. The thesis maps
the important milestones within the tenure of K@dfinan, which were crucial to his work, and
it is therefore also an analysis of media respotsekfferent pivotal moments of his career.
Much of the work is based on explaining how the imedork and what is specific about the

Ghanaian media as a relatively unknown subject.

The projects further looks at the legacy of Kofirlam not only as a secretary General of
the United Nations Organization but also as anrmaitgonal leader. In order to make the
analysis complete there is also a study how Kofna&mnwas shown visually during his ten
year mandate as head of the United Nations Orgamizalhere is a detailed look at the
differences and similarities of the image of Kofifan presented by the Czech and Ghanaian
media. Research was focused on electronic mediteridis were taken from both Czech and
Ghanaian sources including online newspapers, ¢liedals and newscasts, television and
radio. Further materials were also taken from othrdme or print medium concerning the

persona of Kofi Annan during his 10-year tenure.



1. INTRODUCTION

At present there has been there has been a latadeaic research done on the subject
of media image. Given the ever-expanding influesicthe media on the global audience, one
cannot be surprised that a considerable body ok Wwas been dedicated to the effects, which
the media have in our everyday lives. The media imeéffects are studied from different
angles, time periods and of different subjects. Texlia image of a certain person, social
group, event or object can be looked upon from abpect of economics, religion or for
example education. At present one of the most cammedia images which are most often
studied and discussed is the image of the humay {Fethale) displayed in the media. As a
result of heavy consumer culture in countries whkeesmedia is very strong, the dilemma of
how and when to show the human body is an acute pbresearch. The research in this field
is focused mostly on the way in which the aestketicthe female body are shown to a wide

audience and the social, health and financial icagilbns this might have.

Another very often studies aspect of the media thedimage it represents is that of
minorities, these can be racial minorities, womemng the elderly or for example, how glbt
people are presented in the media in a certainegbnThese studies range across a wide
spectrum of choices such as “Muslims” in SwedishdMend Academia or “media image of

black men in America”

The idea of studying how a certain group of peapl@erson is shown in the media is
not only a common subject in academia but is ofteed as a reflection of what a certain
society thinks of that particular group or indivaduThis is most often seen in the case of

ethnic minorities. The fact that a certain grougebple is shown in the media in a particular



fashion is often regarded as a greater opiniom@fgeneral public. Therefore often it is taken
that if single mothers in the media a presentmerstieong and independent most probably that

particular society views them as such.

In the case of Kofi Annan as a world leader theae been much written, said and
analysed about him in his term as Secretary Gemdrdle United Nations. These analysis
have been both on an academic level as well as popalar lever by commentators and
internet bloggers. Kofi Annan has been analysedifferent contexts which can easily be
divided into three main groups. The first angleanélysis is that of Kofi Annan as Secretary
General of the United Nations his qualities in thasition as an international leader. Another
angle of his analysis is from the point of view af African leader or rather a leader of
African origin, his impact as a role model for atiAdrican leaders and politicians. Thirdly his
persona is often studies from the point of vienagfeacekeeper and model black man. This

last comparison is similar to that of Nelson Maadal Bishop Desmond Tutu.

The persona of Kofi Annan has therefore been widélylies and written about in an
international context. There have been numerougd)aeflections and studies done on him;
these of course include publications written by Rinnan himself. In the context of the Czech

Academia, there has been no major study of suchtkimlate though.



2. THESIS AND METHOD OF RESEARCH

In my final project, | will be looking at the mediemage of Kofi Annan during the
period ten year from 1997-2007 when he was Segr&aneral of the United Nations. | will
be analyzing and comparing how he was presentdideirCzech media and in the Ghanaian
media. | have chosen to analyze his image in theclCand Ghanaian media as | am very
familiar with both of their media scenes and satiebntexts. The aim of my thesis is to look
at some of the differences but also similaritiehiaw the media in these two countries have

presented Kofi Annan.

Given the fact that my final thesis is based onrtieglia | will be using a comparison

method.

In the practical part of my research | will be louk at only the electronic media, in my
case this choices has been narrowed down to tlewfob: online newspapers and articles,
radio broadcasts, TV broadcasts. My method of rekaa such that | have analyzed over 300
units of media material from each country from gegiod 1997-2007. Here | have looked at
how Kofi Annan is addressed, how often and in wdmattext he is mentioned and finally also

how he is visually presented.

In the theoretical part of my thesis | have choserely on classical media theories and
authors which focused on the media, image andffiégste on society. | have taken from the
works of Roland Bathes, Michael Foucault, Lois Atber or Jean Baudrillard who were my

main influences.

Much of the theory in the thesis is based on méuaries which have been brought

about these thinkers. A pivotal part of the theotiBave used is that of the Critical Discourse



Analysis (CDA) which concentrates on content okxst tor speech with the aim of deriving
certain results from it. To support my thesis | éalso used additional theories which are
based on Marxist ideas, the theories of the Frahkfthool or the “effects model” to mention

a few.

The start of my thesis involves an introductiorthie United Nations Organization, its
works and policies (Chapter 3). | then give a desion of what the Secretary General does in
his post (Chapter 4). Following this are chapt@isapters 5 and 6) dealing with media theory
and semiotics. After a description of West Africard especially Ghanaian media (Chapters 7
and 8), | have looked in the following chapterdheg media in both the Czech Republic and
Ghana (Chapter 9). Finally, | conclude with a dethidescription of how Kofi Annan is
perceived in different ways in these two count(i@bapter 10). | finish with and end chapter
describing my results. | have also added a dictdafining some of the terms | have used

and referenced to used sources.



3. THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION

At present, the United Nations Organization is ader®d to be the most important and
powerful peace keeping organization in the worldc8 the end of the Second World War it
has played an increasingly important role in thetext of solving war or terrorist conflicts.
These conflicts have been both regional and intema. Further, the United Nations
Organization has been fighting for decades to elt@ disease, sickness and malnourishment
throughout the world wherever it can. Another inmpot mission of the United Nations
Organization, which is linked to its peacekeepind health improvement efforts, is educating

all levels of society with the aim of wiping oulitiracy.

Originally, the United Nations Organization had eg@receded before WWII by a
similar organization known as the League of Natis®se purpose was to strive to resolve

war conflicts, even though not always successfully.

Franklin D. Roosevelt first suggested using the emdsnited Nations Organization to
refer to the wartime Allies. Roosevelt suggesteel tdrm to Winston Churchill who cited
Byron's use of the phrase “United Nations Organizgtin Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage
which referred to the Allies at the Battle of Wéderin 1815. United States president Franklin
Delano Roosevelt adopted the name and the firstigfuse of the term occurred on January

1, 1942 with the Declaration by the United Nati@rganization.

The United Nations Organization was founded assaltef the 20th century’s worst
conflict, the Second World War, this conflict wast only tragic in regards to the amount of

the people who died but also in regards to the effactive killing methods which were used,

! “United Nations Organization”



namely gassing in concentration camps and as bdobaf violence, the nuclear bomb which
effectively stopped the war. This conflict arose fieany different reasons, social, economic

and military.

The United Nations Organization being a global oizmtion which played an important
role in world affairs since it was founded has hadresent itself to the world in the best
possible way. A positive image is crucial to thession of this organization. This good image
is important due to the fact that the United Natio@rganization is meant to resolve
international conflicts, educate but also it hawilitary presence in many places around the

world. The United Nations Organization thereforeslall its best to keep an objective stance.

This positive picture has been carefully createdrdie last half century. The United
Nations Organization is mentioned on an almostydhasis in relation to every major

international conflict.



4. THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL

Like all organizations the UN has a firm rigid stture which has the form of a pyramid.

At the top of this hierarchy is the Secretary Gehesr leader of the United Nations

Organization.

Originally the position of the Secretary Generakasisioned by Franklin D. Roosevelt
was that of a “world mediator”, but the office waefined in the United Nations Organization
Charter as the organization’s “chief administratificer”. Nevertheless, this more restricted
description has not prevented the office holdesmfspeaking out and playing important roles
on global issues, to various degrees. Secretageei@l serve for renewable five-year terms;
most have served two terms. The Charter providesht Secretary-General to be appointed
by the General Assembly upon the nomination of 8exurity Council. Therefore, the
selection is subject to the veto of any of the fpeemanent members of the Security Council.
In practice, the Secretary-General cannot be @amatiof any of the permanent members of
the Security Council. An accepted practice of reglaotation has also been adopted in the

selection of successive candidates.

The majority of the United Nations Organization i®&¢ary Generals have come from so
called “middle-power” countries and had not beemdas or controversial public figures
before being elected to the office‘Middle power” countries is a term used to ddseri
countries that are not world super powers like Wf8A or Japan but at the same time have

some influence within their region or with theiromomies. Examples of such countries are

2 “Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945).” The EleanardRevelt Papers.
® Holmes John. “Middle Power.”



Brazil, Finland or Nigeria. The reason for selectiof low profile candidates from these

countries is to try to keep balance and objectiwiityin the organization.
4.1. KOFI ANNAN

At the time when Kofi Annan was elected to theadfhe had all the right qualifications
for the position. Having been born to an elite Ghan family he was the ideal West African
candidate. On both sides of his family his graritfes had been chiefs who occupied
important roles in their communities. Kofi's fatheas for a long time an export manager for
a Lever Brothers Cocoa Company, a great achievefoeatlocal Ghanaian under the British
colonial rulé. Along with this, he was also a hereditary paraniahief of the Fante ethnic
group. Due to his social standing Annan had theilpge of gaining the best education
available in his period. From 1954 to 1957, Ann#eraled the elite Mfantsipim school, a
Methodist boarding school in Cape Coast foundeth&é1870s. Annan said that the school
taught him “that suffering anywhere concerns pe@derywhere”. In 1957, the year Annan
graduated from Mfantsipim, Ghana became the firgisdB colony in Sub-Saharan Africa to

gain independence

In 1958, Annan began studying for a degree in ecoe® at the Kumasi College of
Science and Technology, now the Kwame Nkrumah Usityeof Science and Technology of
Ghan&. He received a Ford Foundation grant, enabling tincomplete his undergraduate

studies at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minregsdhited States, in 1961. Annan then did a

* Holmes John. “Middle Power.”
® “Kofi Annan — Biography.”
® Kofi Annan - Center of the Storm. Life Map. A Gls Son | PBS.*



DEA degree in International Relations at the Gragldastitute of International Studies in

Geneva, Switzerland, from 1961-62, later attenttiegVIT Sloan School of Managemént

Having received such a good education he almostitetely embarked on a successful
career within the United Nations Organization #tgrtat the lower echelons of the United
Nations Organization ladder. From 1962, Annan sthworking as a Budget Officer for the
World Health Organization, an agency of the Uniiations Organization. From 1974 to
1976, he worked as the Director of Tourism in Ghawanan then returned to work for the
United Nations Organization as an Assistant Segré€@&neral in three consecutive positions:
Human Resources Management and Security Coordjnitom 1987 to 1990; Program
Planning, Budget and Finance, and Controller, fr&890 to 1992; and Peacekeeping

Operations, from March 1993 to February 1994

Two years later on the T30f December 1996, Kofi Annan was put forward beg th
United Nations Organization as a candidate for plost of the Secretary General. This
proposal was confirmed by the General Assemblyicfaffy, his term as the United Nations
Organization Secretary General started on theflJanuary 1996. When being sworn into
office Annan replaced another African — Boutros BostGhali of Egypt, who had held the
office before him. Upon his arrival in this post Annan had a lowafrk ahead of him which
he needed to change — among other things he heldatoge and reform the United Nations
Organization bureaucracy, make operations more diveffective and thirdly to try to repair

relations with the United States which had becoomesvhat rusty under his predecessor. In a

" “Kofi Annan — Biography.”
8 “United Nations Organization.”
° Stanley Meisler. “Kofi Annan and the Nobel Peaced”
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rare manifestation of his popularity, he was rectelé for a second term in 2001 despite the

fact that he had already served one term as anakficandidate.
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5. MEDIA THEORY

5.1. BARTHESMYTHOLOGIES

The idea of creating a positive media image of es@® institution or object can
sometimes prove quite hard and painstaking. Margges are created over a long period of
time in the form of a certain kind of evolution. &3e “media images” are often based on a
kind of “myth” around a certain characteristic ortwve. A good basis for understanding this

process from a theoretic angle is to look at thekved Roland Barthe'S.

Barthes who writes after the Second World Waoks at different characteristics of
French society and reinterprets it in a deconstdiavay. The texts that he analyses in
Mythologies include washing powders, children’sstoand iconoclastic celebrities, tropes
such as the idea of the “writer on holiday”, wongeniagazines, and professional wrestling,
among others. He deconstructs each image, prodiscipurse or act to reveal the ways in
which it recreates and strengthens societal nhomdsvalues, reinforcing the petit-bourgeois
ideologies that dominated the daily life in the @85France. We have the example in “The
World of Wrestling” which Barthes deciphers as aderm day recreation of the Greek dramas

performed in public amphitheatrés

Barthes looks at how wrestlers perform tragic anicopersonas for the amusement of
their fans and how their exaggerated gestures, alramd Good vs. Evil conflicts perform a
cathartic function for the audience, a venue thhougnhich frustrated emotion can find a

release and the complexity of modern existencertéwdlack and white simplicity.

19 Kalmar Davidson. “Myth Today.”
™ Lye John. “Critical Media Theory.”
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In this same way, we can look at how the Uniteddwet Organization uses its different

symbols, actions and representatives to createnplea web of ideologies.

One example of the use of these symbols is theogem@nt of United Nations
Organization K4 troops in different conflict zondhese soldiers who are de facto an army
with all needed ammunition are always representdy as guardians not soldiers and they
always have a white tank or armoured vehicle. Algtoit is a small detail, the fact that their
tanks are white symbolizes peace just like the evdibve, which often used to symbolize
peace. The United Nations Organization makes mdidnt éo present itself as an almost
“peaceful” institution meant to solve all dangersdaproblems. The United Nations
Organization armies bring peace to the world, adstrators bring order to the world, the
workers give aid to the world and at the top o$ thyramid there is the Secretary General Kofi
Annan who controls and negotiates well being in therld with the different member

countries.

The “myth” here, as Barthes would say, is compardbl the legend of good King
Arthur or the ideal of Greek democracy, given te pleople by the people. Even the title of the
“Secretary General” of the United Nations Organaatather than the director or the chief of
the United Nations Organization is meant to syn#molthe fact that the head of the
organization is not an absolute dictator but a Hemmban mediating between countries. In
many ways, the representation of the United Nat@rganization Secretary General is similar
to that on the Pope as started by Pope John Ralith Pope John Paul I, the Vatican set out
to present itself an all-encompassing body measaie the world. Whereas the Vatican

looked to its thousand years of tradition the Whiiations Organization chose a more modern

13



and liberal position, the one of democracy. Newess, this “myth” used the same tools as

any other ideology to claim its stake in the wafthirs™.
5.2. THE FRANKURT SCHOOL

The most influential school of thought concernihg tontemporary media theory in the
20" century has been the Frankfurt scHddrhis name refers to a group of thinkers who were
loosely associated with the Institut fur Sozialtdnsng of the University of Frankfurt am Main
in Germany before the World War Il. The leadingufigs that came from this eminent group
were for example Max Horkheimer, Jirgen Habermabha&odor W. Adorno to name a few.
The main trait shared by this movement was thdiebia a Marxist or Marxist inspired social
structure. This meant that a lot of their effortnad at looking at how capitalism could
negatively influence the society while Marxism galre majority of people a more egalitarian
outlook at the world. For the most part, they she individual as a passive element in the
consumption of culture, or to be specific, “low tcme”. This culture industry was reaching a
great number of people who were not able to disislgwhat was better or worse from the
array of choices. They saw culture being turned atconsumer item, which in turn limited

the viewer’s outlook at the worid

The Frankfurt school and Marxist-inspired theomese a basis of media theories right
up to the 1980s especially in Britain where theyreveevived in the 1960’s. In their
perspective, the mass media were a tool producethd\elite to spread their message of

control. They indoctrinate the passive viewer withaiving him any other alternative

2 ye John. “Critical Media Theory.”
13 Hoenisc Steve. “An Analysis of Kellner's TheoryMgdia Culture.”
1 Hoenisc Steve. “An Analysis of Kellner's TheoryMgdia Culture.”
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viewpoint. This dominant ideology is further basmd the economic interests of the ruling

class who want to enlarge their earnifigs

This idea of a passive, non-resistant viewer iskiyg concept in the works of Louis
Althusser, one of the important French Marxist pédlphers. For him, the individual was not a
self-conscious being who could decide objectivatyhis own. In his view, the individual
gained awareness of himself through different fastins and information given by the
society he lived in. Althusser referred to thesiintions as “ideological state apparatuses”
(ISAs). These institutions were everything from cas, family and friends to the media.
Through these “ideological state apparatuses”, natividual would gain knowledge about

society a sense of self identity including howead reality®.

Another important theorist who influenced the mijoof media academics in the 20
century was Antonia Gramsci, an lItalian philosoph@ramsci did not agree with a
materialistic viewpoint of the world and stresskdttthe ideology should be independent from
economics. For Gramsci, the main term in his volmluvas hegemony meaning control of
one group of people over another. In his opiniting tontrol of a particular class of people
over another was not only economic, political otenal. His sense of hegemony subscribed
to the idea that the dominant class was able teeptats own ideas and values as the “natural
truth” to the classes below them. This of course dane with the use of the mass media. The
ordinary people therefore accepted without questgpmwhatever the dominant class told
them. Gramsci also uses the term “struggle” rafgrto a fight between the dominant classes,

who want to use their influence, and the lower sg#asthat might resist and question the

15 Chandler Daniel. “Marxist Media Theory.”
'8 Chandler Daniel. “Marxist Media Theory.”
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authority’. This “struggle” was the only way how any suboeden group could achieve

radical change.

Much of these left-wing interpretations of mediadhy were revived in the 1960’s
particularly by Stuart Hall, a professor of Socmpjoat the Open University (Irvine). His
stance was that although the media pretended tp refilect what the society thought the
media itself actually created what we perceiveeadity. Hall therefore went back to the idea
that the media created what we see as real rdtharthat the people use the media as a tool
for showing what reality is. He is a strong advecatt the idea that the media are a tool of the
ruling classes to further their ideas. This wadeaadd by presenting information as the voice
of the people a cloak for an all-encompassing tiN#vertheless, Hall empowered the media a
bit in the sense that he saw the media as a battled between different ideological
struggles. Stuart Hall has also addressed thealigtithe issue of how people make sense of
media texts. He differs from Althusser in emphajamnore scope for diversity of response to
media texts. In one of his most unimportant essajled “Encoding/Decoding”, Hall stated
that the dominant ideology is always presentechasyreferred reading” in a media text, but
that this is not automatically adopted by reatfas such. The individual social circumstances
of the audience may cause them to interpret thenmgaf the message in a different way.
Therefore the “dominant” readings are producedhmgsé whose social situation favours the
preferred reading; “negotiated” readings are preduzy those who want the preferred reading
to take account of their social position; and “ogponal” readings are produced by those

whose social position puts them in direct confliith the preferred reading

7 Chandler Daniel. “Marxist Media Theory.”
18 Chandler Daniel. “Semiotics for Beginners.”
19 Chandler Daniel. “Semiotics for Beginners.”
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5.3. OTHER THEORIES

Apart from the Marxist theories dealing with thesmanedia there are also numerous
other theories looking at the media from a critipaint of view. There is for example the
conspiracy theory which, like the Marxist-inspirgbories, tends to look at the media as an
institution owned by capitalists who are only aftgeater profits. Many of these theories
belong to the functionalist theorists who also laiksocial and political relations as very

manipulative and “good versus evfl”

Another similar theory is the dominance theorys tihieory is based on the belief that the
elites which own the media and those who are ingiheernment and business all have the
same interests. These values, interests and smals are shown in the way the media is
controlled, what is shown and how it is shown. Mwéhlthe content is again entertainment-

driven to increase financial revenues.

On the other hand, the homogenization theory t#kestance that all media content is
the same everywhere. This uniformity hampers arahtive information and potential
backlash against mainstream media. This sort dfajired media make everyone the sdme

The intentions are the same as always, the desiwhtrol by the elites.

The political economic theory is based on a morexiaidea of the economy. The
point here is that the capitalist society, givenfihancial nature, is intrinsically unjust and

unobjective. According to the theory, capitaliséside to control labour, money and centralize

0 |ye John. “Critical Media Theory.”
2L Lye John. “Critical Media Theory.”
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all material markets around themselves. In ordexctdeve this they have to control the media

and the informatioff. Capitalism is in fact a form of propaganda.

Another of the capitalist theories is the co-mauifion theory: this school of thought is
concerned with the fact that the main productshef tapitalist society are commodities.
Everything in such a society can be looked on agean and given some sort of financial
value. Everything can be bought and sold; we tloeeeéxist only on a monetary basis and
everything we own is a status symbol. People agevetdl as privatized individuals who are

only interested in some sort of exchange V&lue

The last theory | would like to mention is the @oosof the rationality theory. This
particular theory is based on the presumption that media are powered by advertising
revenues and therefore tend to create fairytalddnadrdreams, naive images of bliss and the
idea that all happiness in the world can be obthfoe money. This theory also subscribes to
the idea that the media give people the idea thar@blems can be resolved through a soap
opera or shopping in the local mall. This leada &irong sense of “escapisth’This effort to
make the viewers comfortable with their materiahgacauses the audience to be somewhat
retarded in their desires and in turn creates aonpetent democracy where citizens do not

exercise their true powers as they should be wdhined, active and educated.

The critical media theories are very powerful, papwand often used. Yet, despite of
their strengths, they have some weaknesses in h@ywiew the audience. Due to their strong
standpoint stressing that the media are in faabch of manipulation these critical media

theories often fail to acknowledge the positive tabation of the media to society such as

22 Gauntlett David. “Ten things wrong with the ‘effeenodel’.”
23 Lye John. “Critical Media Theory.”
24 Chandler Daniel. “Semiotics for Beginners.”
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education and enlighten. The critical theorist® dend to assume that the audience has no
sense of critical thinking or way of critically dpaing what the media present to them. Here,
there is often a strong legacy of the “effects niibdénich takes the audience as pas$ive
Often the arguments presented by the critical m#a#arists do not have strong historical or

statistical backing which would actually prove thembe valid.

Furthermore, the critical theories have a tendetacypverestimate the power of the
media to act an overwhelming social tool. With ghant the theories also seem to look at the
mass media as the only tool of hegemony and ndmer.oln general all the critical media
theories take a very simplistic view on the relasidetween the media and the audience, they
often leave out the complex way in which the med&created and the fact that people can be

affected in their opinions by other institutionekuas the church, work, family or cultéte

These shortcomings have in many ways hurt a widage of the critical media theories
as they often do not have sufficient proof for th@aims. Despite all these facts the critical
media theory is still considered pivotal as it wes much of the complex financial relations

between the media, the elites and the audience.
5.4. CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

In the theoretical part of my final project | woulide to make use mainly of Critical
Discourse Analysis. First of all, | would like taain the term discourse. The discourse, by
to most dictionary definitions, means a dialogudjsgussion, or a debate on a certain fdpic

The term discourse therefore has a wide range ahings and is not restricted to a particular

% Gauntlett David. “Ten things wrong with the ‘effeenodel’.”
%6 Gauntlett David. “Ten things wrong with the ‘effeenodel’.”
" parker Philip M. “Discourse”
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discipline. Although very trendy at the presengiscourse analysis or rather an analysis of
what has been said and written is very old andadha&ays been used to represent a kind of

“social knowledge”.

In support of the practical findings in my finalgpect, | will use a lot the theory of
Michael Foucault and other theorists who conceatiatn the use of Critical Discourse
Analysis. According to Norman Fairclough, the comperary leading specialist in this field,
interdisciplinary approach to the study of disceumhich views “language as a form of social

practice™®

and focuses on the ways social and political dation, is reproduced by text and

talk. Critical Discourse Analysis is founded on tliea that there is unequal access to
linguistic and social resources, resources thatcardrolled institutionally. The patterns of

access to discourse and communicative events aressential element for Critical Discourse
Analysis. An important part of Critical Discoursa@lysis is not only the linguistic theory but

also the social theory as established by the thénlseich as Jirgen Habermas, Antonio
Gramsci, Pierre Bourdieu or Michel Foucault allvdiose ideas | will be drawing on when

looking at the discourse as a constituent eleméidemlogies “that language connects with
the social through being the primary domain of Idgg, and through being both a site of, and
a stake in, struggles for pow&t” Frequently in the world of academia Critical iscse

Analysis is understood as a research method ofodlise analysis while in reality any

humanities or social science can use Critical Dise® Analysis in the right context.

Critical Discourse Analysis cannot be viewed as athod but rather a way of
approaching a certain dilemma or question. In &itDiscourse Analysis, discourse is not an

autonomous fact but is always a part of the widerldvwhich includes both elements inside

%8 Fairclough Norman. “Language and Power.” pp 16-22.
9 Fairclough Norman. “Language and Power.” p.12.
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and outside discourse. Discourse is always a fad oertain entity which controls and
influences it. These entities use discourse ta thdvantage, either to strengthen the existing
power structures, create new ones or reproducesitisting strategies. Therefore, Critical
Discourse Analysis has little to do with quantitatior qualitative research methods as we
know them in the traditional form and it is ratteemay of looking at certain practices and
procedures of qualitative and quantitative reseangtthods themselvés The analysis of
discourse will not bring a factual answer to a peabon the basis of scientific research but
will provide an insight behind a certain thoughlea or project. Critical Discourse Analysis
will enable to reveal the hidden motivations behangkxt or behind the choice of a particular
method of research to interpret that text. Crititeéécourse Analysis will thus not provide
absolute answers to a specific problem, but widllde us to understand the conditions behind
a specific “problem” and make us realize that tb&eace of that “problem”, and its resolution,
lie in its assumptions; the very assumptions timatbke the existence of that “problem”. By
enabling us to make this assumption explicit, CaitDiscourse Analysis aims at allowing us
to view the “problem” from a higher stance and tminga comprehensive view of the

“problem” and ourselves in relation to that “pramle

The main aim behind Critical Discourse Analysisasdeconstruct” a certain structure,
thought or set of beliefs. In this way, Criticalsbourse Analysis does not deal with numbers
or statistics but rather tries to reinterpret ataiarreality and an already existing scientific
result. A lot is based on social history and conteé¥e can look at an example by comparing
the conventional interpretation of history and fréine way women or any other minority

group view history as a result of their past exgraes.

%0 McQuarrie Edward F., Mick David G. “Figures of Rtwc in Advertising Language”.
31 Dellinger Brett. “Critical Discourse Analysis.”
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To support this idea we can look at Foucault whmsi@ion was that in every society
when discourse is being produced, it is controlleejulated, selected, organized and
subsequently given out again by a ruling caste eafpfe who have power. In his opinion,
“discourse is violence inflicted on people”. Suhseqtly for him a certain discourse is a

system of laws which create a space for a particattimony.

Foucault goes further and breaks the idea of arabed discourse into categories and
examples. His first idea is that of exclusion orteemal delimitations which includes
prohibition. By this he means the stopping or owittey a certain act or thought. His idea of
prohibition is further broken down into three casesvering objects, ritual with its

surrounding circumstances, the privileged or exectugght to speak of a particular subject.

These three cases of course influence and inteviélsteach other forming a strong

system of power strategies.

Foucault's second idea is his “opposition of reasomd madness” meaning that
traditional societies looked upon insane talkingeitiser complete nonsense without any truth

or on the other hand as having some sort of supeaiavisdom which should be hedtd

And his third idea is that of the opposition betweke true and the false which is the
opinion that truth or what is regarded as the tigtalso modified and controlled by power
relations in the society. It is a kind of systenegtlusion. According to Foucault, historically
truth was under the control of the speaker, a fofmitualized act to the meaning of what was

being said and what kind of consequences it hadowing to him, what is perceived to be

32 Zizek Slavoj. “Cogito, Madness and Religion: Déa; Foucault and then Lacan.”
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true is carefully selected by society and thenagpr@nd reinforced through the media, books

and the educational system to mention just & few

In relation to Critical Discourse Analysis it isree better to talk of a numerous methods

of discourse analysis, schools of thought and idaider than of one restricted idea.

5.5. MEDIA INFLUENCE

A very important part of my thesis is the use amdrpretation of media theories. Media
theories are different ways of looking at the medrad how they influence the masses.
Today's media theories go back to thé"X@ntury and the industrial revolution. This was a
time when cities became urbanized a tens of thalssahpeople became concentrated in one
place with the same purpose in life. At this tirties “masses” were created and society had to
learn how to deal with the big groups of people wiere not always educated. Due to the
urbanization of cities and other social and tecdnieventions in the 2D century the media
began to play a more and more vital role in thegsttaof society and its conduct. A major
break trough came with the invention of the eladttonedia like radio and television, which
no longer required the audience to be able to esmblwrite as was previously needed with
print media. Namely after World War Il “Western”ceties became wealthier, and television
as the most important electronic medium gained nmbame to a great extent through its visual

impact.

Although being very powerful in the contemporarycisty, electronic media like
television and the internet do not completely iaflae all that goes on in society but rather

they reflect the society and it social climate.

% Riggins Stephen. “Foucault.”
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The media are a tool which society uses to comnatmiwithin itself. In a more Marxist

view the mass media are a tool which the capitalitt use to control the masses.

Most of the media content we see in the sociehoisproduced to change or go against

conventional morals but rather serves as a wagftdating the society itself.

The influence of the mass media on society has Hesmssed for decades and is still
under much scrutiny. The opinions change with adivanyears. In the first half of the 20
century academics subscribed to the notion thatntledia were extremely powerful and
manipulative, they narrowed the individual’'s cafigbito think independently. Almost as

though the media have some sort of magical spathermudience.

This opinion has gradually given way to a more oftiye analysis of the role of the
media in which it is assumed that the media thewmesehre influenced by other social
comments which in turn create a complex web ofti@iahips between the media and the
viewer. An important aspect of the media-audiemtationship is the viewers interpretation of
the media content which though has a direct linkitoor her cultural, social and economic

situation.

The media are still very powerful, especially witite advent of new electronic media
such as the Internet and modernized ways of saiegnng. The key component in the power
of the media is that it can reach a wide rangeemipfe and can spread information which is
crucial. This idea is summed up by Marshal McLukanbtion that “the medium is the
message”. In his interpretation the mode in whiod ihessage is disseminated is often more

crucial that what is in the message itself.

24



In contemporary academia the most widely acceptedry about media influence in the
Western societies is the Uses and Gratificationsleh@f Denis McQuaif. This theory
studies why the viewers use the mass media inittsteplace. The main reason given is that
the viewer used to the mass media to justify hikerbehaviour by establishing a common
bond with the characters and the information prieseby the media. This in turn gives the
viewer a way of interacting with other people withich he has something in common like

the shared experience of viewing a film, adventeading a magazine column.

Thirdly, the media also offer a form of securitythsy present information and advice
needed by most people. They also represent a wigaofing about the world far away and

around us, hence fulfilling an educational rolesgtlvery limited.

The last point of this theory is that the mediaveess a source of emotional outlet for

the audience as they present the viewer with a fifrfantasy and escape.

This widely accepted theory today though counttheraudience taking an active role in

relation to media content.

5.6. HYPER REALITY

Although the idea of the media being very poweriilstill alive, the two way
relationship between the media and the viewer @them change that has been happening.
This is due to the introduction of the new mediahsas the Internet, blogging and vlogging,
facebook communication techniques. What is impaorédoout these new media and the new

media in general is their effort to be more demicrdn the case of blogs for example the

3 Chandler Daniel. “Semiotics for Beginners.”
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content is formed by the viewer for other vieweather than being controlled by a certain

appointed group of people who dictate what and w/an be said.

This has created a kind of situation where the meftir example television, have
become a part of the reality they show. This thewag coined by Jean Baudrillard as hyper-
reality. This term refers to the blurring of the&of reality and fantasy often due to modern
technologies. As a good example, one can look awiadays computer games, which tend to
simulate the “real world” in all sensory aspecteeplayer of these games eventually begins
to live in a world of computer games loosing thédighto distinguish between his game and
real life experiences have. In Baudrillard’'s opmiave live in a world which is a copy of the

the real world and we can therefore never get baekithenticity.

Neverthelss, for most people the media and thdiuance is linked to politics. As |
mentioned earlier the creation of the “masses’hanEuropean and American urban areas led
to strong Marxist view on the media which is silstrong part of the media-politics discourse

today.

For many theorists such as Jurgen Habermas theardadiled society into two sections
or spheres, the “public” and the “private”. The Btia sphere” being the one which referrs to
political activity, government and professionaleirsiction and the “private sphere” being the
part of one’s life relating to family and personelationship¥’. The society has been therefore
polarized. In the view of Habermas the mass mediatlge pillar of a liberal, capitalist and
democratic society as the public sphere gives tlasses a place to discuss affairs and
reinforce their demands for fair government. In dBnion, the masses have the ability to

reason and therefore overthrow any government withtalitarian inclination thanks to the

% Hoenisc Steve. “An Analysis of Kellner's TheoryMgdia Culture.”
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mass media, which disseminate the message of ggtmkveryone. Yet, one has to add that
this theory is one that was aimed at the middlesga which were created as a result of the
industrial revolution. It is assumed that the m&dlass has the access and the resources to use

the mass media.

The fact that the middle class or rather “middlesges” are those who to a great extent
dictate and than in return consume most of the aneadlntent around us means that the media

reflect their tastes and desites

Although television as one of the most influentighes of media has a lot of news
programs, documentaries, investigative journalismd political debates, this programming

makes just a small part of the viewing.

Most content that we see in established mediatieraoothing, toned down and not
controversial. There is a great effort to appe&selig number of viewers. This effort is
further reinforced by media networks which are ftdr@ot to present any controversial
content from fear that it would negatively affebieir ratings and in subsequently harm
advertising revenues. This escalating pressuredeéréisers and the dependence of media
throughout the world on advertisers has thus ledntust TV content being labelled as
infotainment, meaning news that is really very lighits presentation to the viewer becoming
a priority. The masses are fed cheap and non-clgatlg entertainment which has no proper
“high morale®’. The sole purpose of this form of media contentoisncrease advertising
revenues and in the best possible case inducdiagfed inferiority in the viewer if they do
not own the products and services being advertiSadreby creating an artificial need for

consumer goods.

% Jowett Garth S. “Victoria O’'Donnell.Propaganda &edsuasion.”
37 Jowett Garth S. “Victoria O’'Donnell.Propaganda &edsuasion.”
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This consumerist use of the mass media has fittedell with the Marxist theories of
elite exploitation of the masses. Today more thasr ghe media world be it TV, the Internet
or the cable is viewed in terms of network owngyshand acquisitions. These media elites
such as Rupert Murdoch are looked upon as thoseutineately control what is shown and

where.

An important term in the vocabulary of Marxist tingavas the concept of ideology.
Understanding the meaning of ideology is key toanstanding the basis of Marxist theories
as well as other theories which have since evolldeblogy is a term used to describe the
social functioning of a society which enables thie @o control the masses with as little effort
and resistance as possible. This desire for comralot always deliberate or intentional.
Ideology depends on different social institutionsdisseminate a certain message, set of
values or ideas that instil in the public an idda@ch might seem to them as “natural”. The
main aim of ideology is to work discreetly withqueeople even realizing they are being given
a set of values. Often there is even the ideatlteste indoctrinated values have come about as

a result of historical circumstance, this furthelps legitimize the power of ideolody

3 Jowett Garth S. “Victoria O’'Donnell.Propaganda &edsuasion.”
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6. SEMIOTICS

Different semiotic approaches are also very impuria the analysis of the media and
its content. Semiotics concentrates on looking laatvkind of messages the media as well as
other institutions pass down to the public. Howeusgfore going into a wider semiotic
analysis of my chosen topic | would like to pressame of the primary semiotic concepts

which relate to the media.

Firstly, much of semiotics is based on the mearhgpposites or binary relations
between existing entities. We can look at very dasxamples such as the pairs of
woman/man, youth/age, black/white or nature/indudtvhat is important about these binary
concepts is the fact that in order to function tpegsuppose the existence of their opposites.

Semiotics then studies what consequences thesey beiations have for the sociéty

Another key semiotic term is the word code: coda isoncept which creates a link
between a sign and its meaning. Messages are dherebnceived as encoded by the sender
and decoded by the receiver. These codes can fdiffier place to place or group to group
even within the same language. The meaning ofrdiffemessages can change with situation
and place. However, codes also give meaning to mloséract terms in a social order. These
more abstract codes are referred to as “myths” ddgriRl Barthes and are signs used to convey

particular cultural meaning’

Culture is therefore another key element in theisgendiscourse. Culture constitutes
the learned and shared experiences, values, itEag)age, history and beliefs which a

particular group of people adhere to.

39 Chandler Daniel. “Semiotics for Beginners.”
40 Chandler Daniel. “Semiotics for Beginners.”
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6.1. BINARY READING-INTERTEXTUALITY

In media theory, culture is viewed as the pivotaté in the struggle between the elite
and the masses. Here culture is regarded as bdengain means of how the elites shape and

formulate those below them in order to achievertimerests.

A more recent addition to the semiotic vocabulathe “cultural dictionary”, a term
coined by Umberto Eco which he characterizes ast afsvisual images, language, terms or
stories which a certain culture uses as a referpoe'. This cultural dictionary serves as a
kind of archive for that particular group of peapBne must realize though that this concept is
an invented one not a natural evolution. Since iths man-made concept it relies heavily on

the historical tradition and on the social hiergtch

Since the semiotic perspective turns to culturenfiany of its explanations, one has to
realize whether one is taking a synchronic appraacthich they are explaining just one step
in the historical evolution of a subject or if tla@dience is being presented a diachronic
analysis which who take into account differentdnistal changes and influencers which might

be important in that particular analysis.

Due to the fact all texts are based on a writeatoreaddressing an audience the semiotic
perspective assumes that all texts are dialogics feans there is again a sort of binary
relationship in every text between someone andothers. This idea was promoted by the
famous Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin who alsmeaup with the concept of intertextuality

which was further elaborated by Julia Kristeva le t1960’s. Her notion of intertextuality

“! Hansen Tina. “Intertextuality in the Scream triydg
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comes from poststructuralist theorféts or Kristeva each text can be described by meéns
two axes — the horizontal axis which links the arénd the reader and the vertical axis which
links the particular text to other texts. Both loé$e axes have certain characteristics which are
the same; in this case it is the fact that eachaed reading of the text is dependent on codes
of texts that preceded it. As Kristeva says “euvent is from the outset under the jurisdiction
of other discourses which impose a universe orHér suggestion is that one should look at
how the structure of a text was invented or stmactunstead of looking just at the structure. In

order to achieve this we have to put the text mtext with older texts which were its basis.

Intertextuality is the idea claiming that a certdext can be used to understand a
different text or that a particular text can be duse define a different textual document.
Intertextuality is a kind of post-modern way of king at a text as it is read as a reference to
other texts and it is at the same time used taeprte other texts through symbols, meanings
and quotations. An example of intertexuality cobkl the use of different parts of the Old

Testament in book on history, which in turn woutused in a travel magazine article.

Given the nature of contemporary communicatiorerteikuality is a major characteristic
of all information created today. In the opinion Bérthes for example the author is just a
person who has put together what has already be#terwrather than being the actual
inventor of the text. In his view, no text is ongi anymore as everything is influenced by
something which has already been in existence. gog to him “the writer can only imitate
a gesture that is always anterior, never origiialHis only power is to “mix writings, to
counter the ones with the others, in such a wayeasr to rest on any one of them” (Harms,

Kellner). In fact, Barthes went as far as to dexthat the author had died and the reader was

“2rvine Martin. ,Media Theory and Semiotics: Keyriies and Concepts.*
“3Irvine Martin. ,Media Theory and Semiotics: Keyries and Concepts.*
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born and that the meaning of a text lays in the@ereading it rather that in the person who
wrote it. Therefore, when we read a text we reamhithe basis of what we have read before.
Since everyone had read different texts the ingegpions of a certain text can become

completely different.

The fact that according to this view the value déxt in based on its relation to other
text means that often the text are more about piefeprior works rather than about

themselves as Michel Foucault said:

“The frontiers of a book are never clear-cut: beltime title, the first lines and the last
full stop, beyond its internal configuration ansl @utonomous form, it is caught up in a system
of references to other books, other texts, othetesees: it is a node within a network. The
book is not simply the object that one holds in’sneands... Its unity is variable and

relative™”,

Intertextuality therefore influences the interptieta of a text which is the result of the
semiotic process otherwise known as semiotics.rgrgéation is the outcome of a certain
meaning within a system of signs. Interpretatiotsctv give meaning are always based on a
set of symbolic relationships which define thentetpretation is an accessory to already

existing signs in a text.

So far, | have talked about texts being evaluatdyg on the basis of other texts but texts
today can be evaluated also in relation to othedianeuch as television, Internet, radio or
theatre for example. A text can be read on theshbafsa certain genre or a part of TV series.

One of the consequences this has had on the caitte media is that traditional genres and

44 Foucault Michel, Sheridan Alan. ,Archaeology ofdvledge.“ p26.
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media content have begun to blur. We therefore hasw® genres such as docudramas,

edutainment or infomercials being created on trseshat older, established genres.

6.2. MEDIA CONTENT ANALYSIS

Since | will be surveying press articles relatedht® period of when Kofi Annan was in
the office | will also use Content Analysis or Cextual Analysis as it is known. According to
Harold Lasswell, content analysis can be descrd®edWho says what, to whom, why, to
what extent and with what effect?” On the otherdhdtarl Babbie describes it as “the study of
recorded human communications, such as books, t@ebgaintings and laws”. In short, it is
one of the scientific methods researching commtioicaas we know them today. Today
content analysis is one of the standard and megquéntly used methods of text analysis. The
method is based on detailed analysis of huge ammamfriextual information with the use of
keywords in a certain context. The researcher aealyertain words and their frequency

within a certain text and how they are used.

Content analysis has gradually become a kind ofggaof linguistic meaning for
everything from fairy tales to PR articles. The bypesis behind this method is the idea that if
a certain term, word, phrase or a set of linguistdes appears repeatedly in a certain text.
There are conclusions that can be made from thésy Vmportant is how often a certain

linguistic code appears in relation to a differseit of words and in what context it is used.

This method becomes valid in social structures ehmeedia information be it print or
oral information has reached a high point of ciatioin. In a society which is overloaded with
information the frequency of a certain linguistiode can often indicate a greater social or

political motivation behind what is written. Furth®ore, the frequency and context of these
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codes can reveal previously unnoticed power relatiand strategies at a closer look or
“reading” as some of the Critical Discourse Anadyanalysts would put it. The main idea
behind this theory is the fact that language andudistic frames have certain characteristics

which influence the end result of the text.

The creation of coding frames is intrinsically tethto a creative approach to variables
that exert an influence over textual content. Iditipal analysis, these variables could be
political scandals, the impact of public opinionllposudden events in external politics,

inflation etc®

Therefore, the idea of CDA in the context of theiteth Nations Organization and its
leader is that we must “uncover” what is said aod lthings are said about Kofi Annan. In
the opinion of Michael Foucault, the United Natigdganization has its own discourse which
is closely monitored and watched and used to stinengexisting powers which the United
Nations Organization has. Nothing is left to chame®l if ever anything goes wrong, a

positive spin is put on‘ft

6.3. MEDIA CONTEXT: KOFI ANNAN

I will further use this argument when analyzing th#erent positive and controversial
moments of Annan’s United Nations Organization terand what language in what context

and how was used to relate to him.

One of the most important moments during his timeUaited Nations Organization
Secretary General was when in 2001 Annan along th#hUnited Nations Organization was

awarded Nobel prize for peace. It was the seveanté in the history of the United Nations

45 “Communication Models.”
“® Riggins Stephen. “Foucault.”
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Organization that the organization had been awatitkegbrize for peace. In the case of Annan
it was also important as he was the first leadehefUnited Nations Organization to receive
the prize that had risen within the ranks of the*UMN was very much a “home grown” award.
Annan was at the time also one of the few Africemseceive the prize and was therefore set
out to be a role model for both Africans and Afraiéricans as he was an American resident

at the time.

The receiving of the Nobel peace prize was oneheflirighter moments of Annan’s
term in the United Nations Organization, much af fifme as the United Nations Organization
Secretary General he had been shadowed by badomslatith the United Nations

Organization. In the case of Kofi Annan, Iraq playgedecisive role.

The conflict between the United Nations Organizatamd the USA did not start with
the crisis connected with the invasion of Irag @2 as many today tend to assume; it has had
a much longer history that can be linked back oW foreign policy. Much of the tensions
between the US and United Nations Organization $tadted with Annan’s predecessor,
Boutros Boutros-Ghali. In 1993 when 18 Americandsok were killed fighting warlord
Mohammed Farah Aideed’'s henchmen in Somalia Watlnnghamelessly blamed the
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali for theadéb even though the soldiers had been
under direct American commafid President Bill Clinton soon withdrew American dps
from Somalia and made clear his negative views bnUAl peacekeeping operations.
American negativism was so strong that it paraly#esl UN when Rwanda erupted into

genocide a few years later. Further, there seenisave been personal animosity between

47«United Nations Organization.”
“8 Stanley Meisler. “Kofi Annan and the Nobel Peaced>”
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American Secretary of State. Madeline Albright, &wltros Boutros-Ghali who at the time

led the United Nations OrganizatfSn

The Bush administration had no reasons to imprbeeatready sour relations with the
United Nations Organization. With the events of19/the US suddenly found itself in a
threatened position and was ready to take actiomaiter what. As the US viewed the United
Nations Organization reaction to the terrorist@ttaas slow, inadequate and half-hearted the
Bush administration stopped asking the United Nati©rganization Security Council for

advice or permission to undertake action.

Two key events in the Security Council underscdhedsignificance of the UN'’s role in
the Iraqi crisis. The first was the Security Colincl5-0 passage of Resolution 1441 in 2002
demanding the disarmament of Irag. The resolutias & tough one, its rhetoric in tune with
the tough talk of President Bush. But it was passeanimously only because those who
doubted the necessity of war voted for it as a wfagppeasing the wrath of Bush and buying

time for peac®.

The second event was the February presentatiomlof Eowell's case for the war. The
excuse was relatively weak and further supportedhleyfragility of the evidence for a link
between Saddam and Al Qaeda. But it had an effaartheless. Collin Powell was the only

member of the Bush Administration with internatibpeestige and moral statdre

By lending this prestige and stature to PresidarghB case for war, Powell made the
case seem stronger than it was. Moreover, his stuggnalled that the administration’s

leaders were united and ready to rush to war. Tivarelittle time left to stop it.

%9 Stanley Meisler. “Kofi Annan and the Nobel Peacied”’

*0 Stanley Meisler. “Kofi Annan and the Nobel Peaced”

*1 Goldenberg Suzanne, Norton-Taylor Richard. “Powelbubts over CIA intelligence on Iraq promptethhid
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The second low point in the United Nations Orgatmraleadership of Kofi Annan was
the Lubbers sex scandal. In many ways, this cagtaglow of elite arrogance and political

corruption upon this otherwise popular UN leader.

In 2004 Ruud Lubbers, United Nations OrganizatioghHCommissioner for Refugees
and a former prime minister of the Netherlands a@sused of sexual harassment in relation
to a female worker. Werner Blatter was a longtintapleyee of the United Nations
Organization and the director of the UNHCR. Eveoutih Rudd Lubbers was found guilty of
sexual harassment during the investigation, he aetlireatening letter to the concerned

employee.

Despite all these facts Kofi Annan declared Lubb@rsocent of all charges. This
decision was kept only until the media began teetatore interest in the case. The media
attention subsequently lead to a change of veatick the resignation of Lubbers from the

United Nations Organizatioh

As a result .Annan unnecessarily weakened hisiposih a time when he was still

recovering from his conflict with the US government

At a time when the corporate world had become tisdtie idea of women’s right and
affirmative action within the workforce, this loakdo many as a step backwards to old

fashioned political manoeuvres associated with ton@and other shady dealings.

2 Network Voltaire. “The Story of Opus Dei's Ruudhhers.”
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7. WEST AFRICAN MEDIA

The media in Sub-Saharan Africa are today one ef ritost important forces of
development in this part of the continent. Givea diversity and history of this part of Africa,
the media have played a very important role irttedk has happened in this region since the
beginning of the colonial rule. The coast of We#&ida was one of the first places to come in
contact with foreigners starting in the "L.4entury. This contact came from two different

directions®.

One of the routes which brought new influences tsiMfrica were Muslim traders and
warriors coming from North Africa. They not onlydught with them new merchandise but

also a new religion, written word and other scianehich aided literacy in this regivh

At the same time, there are also the first contadth the Europeans, namely the
Portuguese on the coast. Much like their Arab cenpatrts, they came in the search of trade
which went both ways. Textiles, glass and othercimendise from Europe and Asia were
exchanged for minerals, salt and ivory. Furthermtinese goods were later replaced but a
much more lucrative “merchandise” — the slaves. fiits¢ contacts with the Europeans also
meant the first contacts with Christianity, missiaes and the written form of European
language¥. Although dormant for much of the period of thave trade, the Christian

missions were revived at the beginning of the callgperiod.

°3 Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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European colonization, although official from th@80’s “scramble for Africa”, began
in the early 18 century with different explorers such as Scottiéimgo Park trying to find

the source of the river Nile and make other disdege

Once Europeans had begun to settle in West Africd [ast administer parts of it, they
brought Christian missionaries whose main purpoas @ “enlighten” and educate African
“savages”. In the process of doing so, they createldss of “European Africans” who would
mimic their mannerisms, culture education and ottedits. These people, who were based
mainly in cities, would later push for the end loé¢ tcolonial rule and become the elites of the

newly independent countris

As far as the media are concerned, the colonialiste also the first to introduce books,

newspapers, later the telegraph, radio and tovtaedsend of their rule also television.

The media were important to the colonialists ay gerved as an important instrument
of spreading their power, influence and culturgha newly gained territories. This attempt
had limited results given the high percentage lgéibcy in Sub-Saharan Africa. The major
breakthrough though came in thé"2@ntury with the advent of the electronic mediajmy
the radio and later also the televisibriThe advantage of these new electronic media hats t
they were accessible to all. Further, in the cdsmadio the devices could be portable and so
carried to different places. The other huge adygente@as that broadcasts could be transmitted

in local languages and dialects and the listenddcbaar the real voice of a person. Until

°% Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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nowadays, the radio remains the single most wigeshrtherefore influential medium in Sub-

Saharan Afric¥.

The media thus became a mass influence in thesetisscalthough illiteracy levels
remained high in most countries. Unlike before thedia, meaning newspapers, were no
longer the domain of the Europeans and elite Afiscaducated in missionary schools. The
electronic media completely changed the power @egument in colonial West Africa of the

interwar period.

7.1. GHANAIAN MEDIA

Given the population of Ghana, some basic statistie an important indicator of the
influence of the media (Table 1). One must keemind the vast differences between urban

and rural areas.

°8 Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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Table 1 Basic data

Official Country Name: Republic of Ghana
Region (Map name) : Africa

Population: 19,894,014
Language (S) : English (official), African language
Literacy rate: 64.5%

Area: 238,540 sq km
GDP: 5,190 (US$ millions)
Number of Television Stations: 11

Number of Television Sets: 1,730,000
Television Sets per 1,000: 87.0

Number of Radio Stations: 21

Number of Radio Receivers: 4,400,000

Radio Receivers per 1,000: 221.2

Number of Individuals with Computers: 60,000
Computers per 1,000: 3.0
Number of Individuals with Internet Acces¥00,000

Internet Access per 1,000: 1.5

7.2. GHANAIAN MEDIA HISTORY

The first newspaper in Ghana to be printed forltlval African audience was the “The
Accra Herald” by Charles Bannerman in the mid" X@ntury. It was handwritten like its

predecessor some 20 years before. But given thehaicit was also sponsored by the Asante
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royal family meant that the newspaper would becameice of the elite rather than the broad

massey.

The first Ghanaian published newspapers of th® déntury tended to criticize the
British administration and its officials but werewhere near the explicit demanding of rights
or even independence. For the most part, the Brdwonial government of the period did
little to stop the criticism coming from the localites. Frustrated in their attempts at
exercising political power within the colonial ordendigenous elites became increasingly

opposed to colonial authority in the early twertitieentury.

Newspapers demanded that the citizens be givenigablirights, improved living
standards, and self-government. As the politicehdg of Gold Coast journalism radicalized,
newspapers began reaching out beyond the cirofdites, appealing to rural leaders and the
urban poor with a more accessible language andefeoppositional outcry. In 1948, future
president Kwame Nkrumah started The Accra Evenieg$y a publication stating the views

of his Convention People’s Palty

Lead by the anti-colonial press and Nkrumah’s CBRana achieved independence in
1957, becoming the first colony in Sub-Saharandaftio gain independence from the British
and win political autonomy. Nkrumah saw media asrstrument of state authority, using

newspapers as a means of propaganda to build aktinity and win popular support.

Ghana has been ruled by a series of military andodeatic regimes since the late
1960s. In the midst of this political oscillatiothe media have been subject to alternating

policies of libertarian tolerance and revolutionaontrol. In 1981, Jerry John Rawlings seized

*9 Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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power from the democratically elected governmertitia Limann. Like Nkrumah, Rawlings
summoned the media to actively promote revolutiprideals of the ruling party, supporting
popular enthusiasm for the participatory projedtthe staté'. Throughout the 1980s, the state
media apparatus applied a variety of techniquesfaial and unofficial censorship, including
repressive laws, public intimidation and harassmbkahs on oppositional publications, and
arrest and detention of dissident journalists. hdeo to avoid state harassment, many
newspapers avoided politics altogether and focusedports reporting instead. Throughout
the 1990s, the two state dailies, Ghanaian Timd<aily Graphic, continued to represent the

interests of the ruling-party NDC governmnt

®1 Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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8. PRESENT STATE OF THE GHANAIAN MEDIA

8.1. NEWSPAPERS

Currently about 40 newspapers are published in &hdhe state funds two daily
newspapers and two weekly entertainment papersundrol6 independent newspapers
provide national political coverage. With a few egtions, private newspapers are published
in Accra and circulation is concentrated there @&i.\irhe commonality of English, higher
literacy rates, and urban wealth all contribute tieeliable audience for independent papers in
the capital. As a local specialty, in order to talpie on circulation, the major private papers
tend to come out on different days of the weekthim last few years there has also been a
strong emergence of periodical magazines and n@&spaealing with finance, business and

marketing. This trend has reflected a growing eaonand more international outlo®k

By far the most prosperous news organization in n@he& Graphic Corporation,
followed by Times Corporation; both are funded hg stat&. The major private papers
represent distinct ideological perspectives andasgecoups but they all face similarly adverse
conditions. In addition to state competition, thestematic exclusion of private journalists
from state sources and assignments, combined agthdf access to wire services, has forced
private journalists to design an alternative setjairnalistic techniques, incorporating
anonymous sources and popular rumours, resultirgunified challenge to the conservative

messages in the state media.

®3 Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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Top stories from the major newspapers are repamedanalyzed on the morning shows

of many television and radio stations.

People often stop and read newspapers on the,deadtnewspapers, and also older
newspapers are read all week long. Circulatioreoosd-hand circulation is much higher than

in the West.

The government buys a substantial amount of aduegtiin the state press, providing
revenue beyond official state provisions. Moreovaran uncertain political environment,
many local businesses are still somewhat wary dflipiassociation with the opposition,
therefore avoiding the private press and cautiopklging their ads in the state press. Foreign
businesses patronize the state press almost esalusAdvertising in the state press is not
merely political, but pragmatic as well, as thetestpapers are daily and printed on more

advanced equipment, giving a more professional appeé>.

The deployment of the legal system against thespilates back to the colonial period.
Many specific laws used to silence and intimiddte press in recent years bear very close
resemblance to those crafted by the British to efuanti-colonial criticism. Signalling his
commitment to free expression and independent mdeiasident Kufuor repealed the

seditious criminal libel law in 2064

Since the establishment of the state media, statmalists have enjoyed a privileged
relationship to government sources, informatiorguheents, and resources. The government
requests the presence of state journalists at daNlyted assignments” to state events and

press conferences. Many state officials will ordiktto state journalists, never private ones.

® Hasty Jennifer. “GHANA Press, Media, TV, RadiovWépapers.”
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Under President Kufuor, things have changed drae$ti Private news organizations are
being invited to place permanent journalists to @sstle and Kufuor invites both state and

private journalists to accompany him on officiaits both nationally and internation&lfy

Ghana maintains a liberal approach to foreign maddcorrespondents. Resident in the
capital are representatives of Agence France RreAssociated Press (AP), British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Bridge News, Calavs Network (CNN), Canale France

to mention a fef?.
8.2. BROADCAST MEDIA

Radio was introduced to the Gold Coast in 1935 wihencolonial governor set up a
small wired relay station, ZOY, to transmit BBC grams to some three hundred colonial
residents and privileged native elites. GBC prositieo domestic radio services, Radio 1 and
Radio 2, broadcasting from Accra. Radio 1 is devatelocal-language programs. Twelve FM
stations currently operate in Ghana, all in Acara&omasi. Although most stations focus on
musical entertainment, many have news programstakdhows for discussion of current

events in English and T&i

Television was established in Ghana in 1965 by Mieumah government in
collaboration with Sanyo of Japan. Sanyo wishegrtmnote television in Ghana to support its
own television assembly plant in Tema, just outsidera’®’. Despite Sanyo’s commercial

impetus, Nkrumah stressed that television shouldca&t@ citizens and support national

67 «Country profile: Ghana.” BBC.
88 «“Country profile: Ghana.” BBC.
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development rather than merely entertain or geeenatofit. Radio and television

broadcastings were centralized in a single unigr@Broadcasting Corporation.

After the privatization of the airwaves, the govesnt gave approval to the allocation
of frequencies to private television stations al. W&o private channels, TV3 and Metro TV,

went on the air in 1997,

8.3. INTERNET

In the context of sub-Saharan Africa, Ghana ithalead as a country offering Internet
user friendly environment, although the statistiesved through the European eye might look
not very impressing. In contemporary Ghana theteleic media revolution has been lead by
mobile phone telecommunications which have becdmaartajor tool of communication in all

parts of society.

National and international public internet datavems in Ghana are provided by more
than 20 companies and there are more than 50 VS#&Wonks operating in the country.
Almost 100 new Internet Service Providers (ISPsjewiensed in 2004 alone, bringing the

total to more than 140. Broadband ADSL servicesvimtroduced in 2003,

"L “Ghana Internet Market and Telecommunications Repo
"2«Ghana Internet Market and Telecommunications Repo
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Table 2 Ghana Internet Usage and Population Growtff

YEAR Users Population % Pen. Usage Source
2000 30,000 18,881,600 0.2% ITU
2006 401,300 21,801,662 1.8% ITU

3“Ghana Internet Market and Telecommunications Repo

48



9. IMAGE ANALYSIS

9.1. THE CZECH MEDIA

When studying the Czech media | looked at over 86ial examples of media
coverage. These sources included all the biggediantiides such as newspapers Hospodarske
noviny®, Lidove noviny®, RespeK?. | also researched internet news servers and fosuth
as iDNES’ and CTK® Another of my tasks was to look as TV reports eamtlo broadcasts
related to Kofi Annan mainly in the context of theited Nations Organization. The examples
| researched included everything from newspapeclest political analyses, blogs, news
reports and press releases. The bulk of my resesgftes in the Czech electronic media
were based on political and media sources rathan tbother, perhaps more popular,
alternatives. Given the nature and size of the Kmeedia sector many of the examples which
| drew from were put together by the same peopler @vlong period of time. These were

political commentators, reporters, analysts ornalists.

To further explain the categories, the main parngfresources were news articles from

both printed and electronic periodicals which aréely circulated in the Czech Republic.
Nevertheless, much the same can be said also atyosearch in the Ghanaian media.

Given the fact that the Czech media are highlyugriced by the international media in
many forms it is not surprising that local mediateaf reflect the position of other

communities.

" Hospod#ské Noviny. ECONOMIA, a. s.
'S Lidové noviny. Lidové noviny, a.s.

® Respekt.

" MF DNES.

"8 Ceska tiskova kancela
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This can be seen in the content of the media;dpied which are written about are often
taken over from other international media. Furtimeany Czech magazines directly reprint or
completely copy articles from foreign magazineshsas Time, Newsweek, Der Speigel and
others. The result is often that very little ofabperspective actually gets to the reader if he or
she does not seek an alternative opinion. Furthexmmoost press releases which deal with
international news come to the Czech media viabbBskeed press agencies such as ATP,

Reuters or others. This information is also thexefather globalize®

The most independent and alternative type of medat course the Internet which is
able to give the viewer huge amount of variousgroftonflicting opinions. Nevertheless, the
Internet, although a powerful tool for the electtomedia, has varied usage depending on
which socioeconomic position and age group we latokn the Czech Republic a big part of
the younger generation uses the electronic mediheas main source of information on all
different issues from news, to entertainment, fagato shopping, but this diminishes as we go

up the age ladder or the financial scale.

As can be expected the media image of Kofi Anna@hana was different from that of
the Czech Republic. Still, there are a number wofilarities. In this chapter | would like to
look at some of the similarities and differencegaortraying Kofi Annan in both the Czech

and Ghanaian media.

One of the main differences between these two c@snis of course the context in
which Kofi Annan is written about. | mean the kinfiarticles which appear about him, the

words and linguistic formulations that are used #edterms Annan is addressed in.

" Inman Beverly J. “The Czech Republic Press, Meli4,Radio, Newspapers.”
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The first main difference between the Czech andXhanaian press is the fact that Kofi
Annan was a prominent figure in Ghanaian event leefee was appointed the Secretary
General of the United Nations Organization. He alas the first person of African descent to

hold this position, which untill then had never paped.

In the context of wider African politics, Kofi Annawvas also viewed as a role model for

African democracy and leadership, which has noagé\been exemplary.

On the other hand, in the examples in the Czecharaadvhich | looked at, my findings

were somewhat different.

In the hundreds of Czech media examples it was talp clear that Kofi Annan was
viewed purely in the context of the United Nati@ganization and the Czech foreign policy.
There was very little ever mentioned about himragdividual. In his case, he was merely an
extension of the United Nations Organization asgitlicies which had something to do with

the Czech Republic.

Prior to the appointment of Kofi Annan as the hehthe United Nations Organization.
All articles relating to the United Nations Orgaatibn and its then leader Boutrus Boutrus
Ghali are also linked solely to the political cortteof this figure. The United Nations
Organization is never separated from its leadeis T especially true in the context of
different conflicts the United Nations Organizati@s an international organization was
involved in. To the Czech public the debates altbet qualities of the United Nations
Organization leader are simply tied to the deedh@forganization as a whole. This might be
due to the impersonal relationship to this orgammatypical for an average Czech citizen.
The United Nations Organization is generally seem dar-away organization whose actions

are mostly seen on TV as resolutions being passtdnvthe United Nations Organization
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headquarters in New York or in the context of hunt@aian aid provided to war zones in Iraq

or in effort to fight famine in Ethiopia.

Partly, this somewhat distant relationship towatds United Nations Organization and
its leader might be also attributed to the readityhe Czech Republic being a member of the
European Union and NATO which are also importamgfaaizations that might have a more

direct influence on the everyday lives of ordin@3zechs.

This only stands to prove that the Czechs only wiesvUnited Nations Organization in
terms of their position within international policgiven the fact that that the United Nations
Organization as an organization has had more antiations with the Czech Republic since
the end of communism in 1989 it is still relativedigort time for most citizens to realize its

role on a local and global scale.

The Czech perception of Kofi Annan is therefore@inthat of a diplomat or leader of
an international organization. Some of the moratipally aware might look at it in terms of
an African person holding such a high position mashif it were a woman or a member of

another minority.

9.2. MEDIA CONTENT ANALYSIS-CZECH

In most of the media sources | studied. Annan weésrred to in a neutral tone and in
cases where he was criticized it always happenedelation to the United Nations
Organization. Here once again his identity as thetdd Nations Organization Secretary

General was the same as that of the organizatiochviie represented.
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To start with, | would like to look at the differemvays in which Kofi Annan is
addressed in the Czech media. By this, | am najestmg that this is a good indicator of how

those speaking and writing about him tend to viaw. h

The “honeymoon” period marking the start of hiseear as the United Nations
Organization Secretary General therefore also ndallke many expectations which he was
meant to fulfil. He was presented by the media a®w and strong individual who might

reshape the ailing organization.

One good example of the contrast in the criticistd hope which Annan represented
can be seen in an article from the beginning oftéisn where he is referred to as a “bland

bureaucrat” but further in the article also as apable negotiatof®.

In the majority of my Czech media sources Kofi Anna referred to as the Secretary
General or Secretary General of the United NatiOnganization. This name is his official
title which he used during his mandate as the loéadlde organization. In this title, due to the
use of the word secretary can give the casual rehdempression that the holder is actually
not the leader of the United Nations Organizatiahrather just a bureauctatNevertheless,
in a great number of my sources the title SecreBayeral was put in the context of what the
titte means and who holds it. Furthermore, in theech equivalent term that was used,
“tajemnik”, is a respectful and dignified way ofdrdssin§®. Despite the fact that the term
“tajemnik” for much of the older media audiencédimgked to the head of the communist party,
it has been successfully carried into the contéxhe United Nations Organization leader.

The Czech media did modify the Czech translation*®ecretary General” by using an

8 MF DNES.

8L ., .
Lidové noviny.
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Anglicism in the form of “generalni” taken from thignglish general. Although a rather new
term to the Czech public, it has been frequentgdus the context of management, commerce
or even diplomacy to represent grandeur or posifitse end result in the perception of a local

viewer is therefore the same as in English or oightreven suggest a little strongjer

One of the very important characteristics of thghep “Secretary General” used by the
Czech media is the fact that is appears in albsins, contexts and articles relating to the
United Nations Organization leader. It is therefarevery unanimous title applied both in
circumstances when the United Nations Organizatias being criticized, analyzed or praised

for its efforts.

On the other hand, this terminology poses otheressThe Czech media for the most

part portrayed Annan as a leader or even parameadér with both flaws and strengths.

The term “tajemnik” in my research was his titleedisin all varied situations when

referring to the United Nations Organization leader

Another rather anglicized way of referring to Kéfhnan as the leader of the United
Nations Organization, which appeared in numerousces, was the use of the name “hlava”
or head in Czech. The use of the term epithet “heatie United Nations Organization” or
“hlava OSN” come from the English use of the titlhis is yet another proof of huge
influence English has both in the Czech media dre language as such. As a kind of
metaphor the address “hlava OSN” as used in thelClanguage can refer to a kind of
“mastermind” or “brain center” which in a way Kdnnan can be perceived in his position of

the Secretary Genefal

8 MF DNES.
8 MF DNES.
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Another very frequent way of addressing the Uniiadions Organization secretary was
simply by his name without any title, i.e. usingtjikofi Annan. In the many instances when
the media used just the name Kofi Annan it was atnexclusively after his name and title
together had previously been used in the sameotedttp. Therefore using only his name was
a way of avoiding the awkward repetition of a lamgmne. Again, this was never used in the

Czech media or other as a sign of disrespect.

The fourth most frequently used way of referrindktfi Annan was the use of the term
“diplomat”. This way of addressing was most oftesed in the context of negotiations
between countries in conflict situations. The nahptomat was often used to represent Annan
when referring to his peace negotiations betwe#ardnt entities. This was especially evident

during the Iragi war, conflict in Rwanda, Sierreobe or IsraéP.

Especially when referring about the war in Afghgamsand later also Iraq was his role
as diplomat greatly emphasized. The United Nat@rganization was viewed as the premier

institution that should regulate international affan situations such as wars.

During the major crisis between the United Nati@rganization and the United States
regarding the possession of nuclear weapons, Am@nmost often quoted as a diplomat

trying to act as intermediary between the two parti

Nevertheless, in some instances during the conbittveen the US and the United
Nations Organization the term “diplomat” was useddonvey the idea that Kofi Annan was
looking for a peaceful solution to the conflict wkas his rival, George Bush was an

aggressdf. This use of the word “diplomat” connoting the adthat Annan represented a

% Lidové noviny.
8 Lidové noviny.
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peaceful solution to the conflict in Iraq was enygld by many commentators to express that

they were in favour of the United Nations Orgarizrarather that the U'S

In these as well and other cases, Annan was pecteag a person responsible for
brokering peace between two entities; the portrayahnnan as a peacekeeper or diplomat
was used to emphasize one of the many roles thiedUNations Organization plays in the
world. The idea of Annan as a diplomat if still ther strengthened by the fact that much of
the United Nations Organization work is focusedmagotiating, mediating and helping in
situations needing conflict resolution. The verygmse of the United Nations Organization is

exactly that of a peace organization of which dipday is a core part.

The image of Annan in the media was therefore jddgethe current situation in which
the United Nations Organization was currently fingliitself. Neverthelss, this image went

through numerous changes during the period wheraAmras in this position.

At the beginning of his tenure as United Nationgyd@ization leader, Annan was
presented in many of sources as a reflection obithieed Nations Organization in general. His
first weeks in power saw numerous articles in thedim assessing the role of the United
Nations Organization. Much of these were focusetheroutgoing Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali who at the time has been in the osior 5 years. At that period, Annan was
often presented as the heir of an organization hwhas lost its focus in international affairs.
The UN was further viewed as a kind of diplomaticodaur which was crippled to by a huge
bureaucracy and inefficiency. The main part of thifficiency as viewed by the media was
the very complicated way of passing resolutionshiwitthe organization and taking direct

action. The idea that the United Nations Organirativas inefficient due to its complicated

87 Lidové noviny.
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decision-making process was one of the main aitisi which Annan was faced with during

the beginnings of his term.

As a balance to much of the analysis, criticism aochments, there were also many

expectations which were put in the new United Ne&i®rganization leader.

9.3. MEDIA CONTENT ANALYSIS-GHANAIAN

One of the main differences between the presentafid\nnan in the Ghanaian media is
the fact that already before he became the UnitatibNs Organization Secretary General in
1997 he was a well known and prominent GhanaiamdigGiven the fact that he had worked
within the Ghanaian civil service and later hadable high-profile career within the United

Nations Organization, Annan was already had thenttin of the media in his home country.

Already during the period when he was in chargehef peacekeeping operations in
Rwanda he was a well known figure and was oftentimeed in the Ghanaian media as an
example of an African who was actively seeking timdp peace to the continent. His media

portrayal of a peacekeeper and exemplary Africas just beginning.

The biggest wave of media references came werenglunis appointment as United
Nations Organization Secretary General in 1997t ks in the Czech media, this was
followed by numerous articles about the United dladi Organization, its position in global
affairs and the reflections of its outgoing leaddr, Ghali. It also presented the Ghanaian
media with a chance to present Kofi Annan to theabder Ghanaian public. There appeared
numerous articles presenting Mr. Annan’s biograghg portraing the life path he had taken,
his education, his qualities and achievements. Whass clearly a great opportunity to present a

native person as someone who had achieved gréag stahin the international community.
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Apart from the conventional media sources suchrésles, political commentaries,
analyses and columns there were also numerous tsgveents or announcements which

congratulated Mr. Annan on his great achievement.

These festive announcements appeared both in Bnplis also in native Ghanaian
languages. The announcements took the form of wbiolealf page pictures in newspapers
that were paid for by a certain entity and hadgioture of Mr. Annan on it most often with a

text congratulating Mr. Annan on his newly acquipesition and responsibiliti&%s

Given the fact that Kofi Annan was the first Afnicéo hold such a position he was also
often given as an example in numerous internetcesuas one of the most important

Ghanaians to have ever lived.

The Ghanaian media, which have become increasalgbtronic in the late 1990s, most

often presented Mr. Annan as an example of a greatess story.
His image in the Ghanaian media can be classifigdree distinct categories.

Firstly, Mr. Annan was presented as an internatipeacekeeper whose main aim was
to broker peace between two entities in conflidtisTimage of a peacekeeper or negotiator
want back to the early 1990s when he was in chafgeeacekeeping operations within the
United Nations Organization. His media image asnéernational peacekeeper was seen as
very crucial for the general public as many of thigr negotiations were done in Africa or
other parts of the 8world. These conflicts involved places such ashaftjstan, Rwanda,
Sudan or Sierra Leone. Most often, sources reldatingr. Annan presented him as a shining
example of an African who was making great effddsstop war conflicts on his own

continent.

8 The Ghanaian Times. 2008.
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A key element of presenting Kofi Annan as a peawkds is that he is African. The
message of an African in such a position was vieagedrucial in boosting a sense of morale
within the continent. It was also important alsacdgse of the fact that the overwhelming
majority of peace negotiations during the war dotglin the past were led by non-Africans.
This non-African presence within peacekeeping raissior negotiations often gave local
inhabitants a sense of being patronized by theméo “colonial masters”. The idea of being
told what to do or how to solve conflicts by nonH&&ns was a serious strain on many such
negotiations. Kofi Annan was therefore presentegrasf showing that an African can be just
as instrumental in such a position. Furthermorefdioe that Annan was African was often

viewed as a cultural advantage when dealing withynaifferent conflicts.

Secondly, Mr. Annan was also presented as a le@itlerleadership role was very much
emphasized. The fact that Kofi Annan was appoirited Secretary General of the United
Nations Organization was presented by the localn@lam media as being a step towards a
more egalitarian society which had previously bgmwed as a society dominated by the

“West”.

Annan was therefore often shown especially in islex as a very powerful leader, not
only the leader of the United Nations Organizatlout also as the leader of the world.
Nevertheles, the media never failed to mention Aratan was the Secretary General of the

United Nations Organization.

One of the main differences in representing Anrmathea leader of the United Nations
Organization in the Czech media and the Ghanaiatiame that in the Czech media Annan
was shown as a part of the UN as a whole. He wadJtiited Nations Organization and the

United Nations Organization was him. In Ghana oe tontrary Mr. Annan was often
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presented as being a strong personality who walinigahe United Nations Organization. His
persona was somewhat removed from the work of thgéetd Nations Organization as his
charisma was emphasized. The leadership role ofAkinan was continuously stressed as an
example of a competent man who could achieve impbigoals. In a wider context, Annan
was often set as an example of a democratic lealerwas accepted by the international
community. This was also important in the AfricanGhanaian context where democracy had
failed on numerous occasions and Annan’s achievemweas viewed as a cornerstone of
progress. The fact that many of the African cotdliwhich Mr. Annan helped negotiate were
caused by a failure of democracy in their regiors whown as an example of how things

should be dorf&

The message was therefore clear in many Ghanaidirseurces: Kofi Annan is an

African leader who has come to show fellow Africduasv to live a better life.

Whereas in the Czech or “Western” media Annan iiasva as a capable leader of the
United Nations Organization the Ghanaian media édntb present him as a wise father

figure, a template of democratic leadership.

Also within the aura of the great African leademan is frequently compared with such
men as Nelson Mandela or Bishop Desmond Tutu bbttwimm strongly fought against

injustice and then went on to spread justice beybait own countries.

The link to Nelson Mandela was especially strond\asan was viewed as carrying on

this role of a native African powerbroker.

The last historically important fact about the payal of Annan as leader be it in

relation to the United Nations Organization, Ghan@frica as a whole was that Ghana was

8 The Ghanaian Times. 2008.
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the first country in Sub-Saharan Africa to gaindpdndence from the colonial rule. This
important step was taken in 1957 when Kwame Nkruletame the first president of the
newly independent Ghana. Nevertheless, this had pesxeded by a lengthy fight against the
British administration which had taken decades.uxkah had become the symbol of African
independence and colonial resistance. This myth fadrce and independent Ghanaian leader
was endlessly fuelled by the Ghanaians media ol &&s. It stood as an example for all the
other countries which would struggle for indeperawdenvithin the next decade. Until the
present days, the image of President Nkrumahrsitdis a strong bell in the minds of many

Africans®.

The idea of Kofi Annan taking up this almost my#iiaura of a strong African leader

from Ghana was very hard to avoid for the Ghanmadia.

In much of the popular local media Kofi Annan wasfact presented as a kind of

successor to Nkrumah and Mandela as well.

Unlike Nkrumah who is still today seen as the fangdigure of modern Ghana, Annan
was often represented as a more wide-reaching meersoperson who had come from Ghana

but who was a global figure aiming to change thélavo

In his post as United Nations Organization SecyeBeneral, Annan was therefore often

put first ahead of the organization as such.

It is therefore evident that Annan was a role madefrican leadership not only for the
youth but also for politicians in general. Furthere his term as United Nations Organization

Secretary General coincided with democratic refoimshis home country. Although a

% The Graphic.
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coincidence, it was a powerful statement to othigicAn countries, which were experiencing

political turmoil or were ruled by dictatorial reges.

In much of the Ghanaian media, Annan was also shasva person who was highly
educated and therefore intelligent. The idea otssg through education is very often stressed
in much of the content in the Ghanaian media mgdgtid Kofi Annan. In the present Ghanaian
society about half the population is still illitéeaand education is often seen as a pressing
problem. Education is therefore presented in magses as the first step to self-help or
improvement. This idea of a well-educated statesmmpersonated by Mr. Annan was often
presented to the wide public in all media. He weesgented as a person who had gained his
position in part thanks to his academic skills. sSTimage of an educated politician was
therefore presented not only to the urban middéssgs whose Victorian-imposed colonial

values it reflects but also to a broader Ghanaidnlipin an effort to raise literacy rates.

One of the major tools which have helped to link Kinnan to the image of an educated
representative of Ghana was the launch of The Ghaha Kofi Annan Centre of Excellence.
The Ghana-India Kofi Annan Centre of ExcellenceGisana’s first Advanced Information
Technology Institute at present and has been andriforce in Ghanaian technical higher
education. A vast proportion of the media souretsted to Annan in the media were in fact

references to this institution of higher educafimmnded in 200%.

Although the institute was founded by the Ghanaiad Indian governments, the fact
that it was named after Mr. Annan meant that hé lvélalways linked to this institution and
its work. This idea of education as a means of igexyis thus perfectly embodied in this deed.

Still further enhancing the image of Mr. Annan wid®e founding of the Kofi Annan

1 The Ghanaian Times.
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International Peacekeeping Training Centre. ths firstitution in Africa focusing on conflict
resolution and other aspects of government andtigaili stability. The Kofi Annan
International Peacekeeping Training Centre was @aigoial in furthering Annan’s image as a
peaceful diplomat in his own countfyThis is not only due to his post but also dughefact

that he was indeed experienced in the field of mitagaan campaigns and conflict resolution.

The third element that linked Mr. Annan closelyetucation was the fact that after he
left his post as the United Nations OrganizatiorcrS@ary General he was appointed the
chancellor of the University of Ghana by the Ghanapresident Kufudf. This further
cemented the link between success, education dmdvaments in the context of Annan’s

media image.

During his tenure as United Nations Organizaticadés the Ghanaian public was well
aware of Mr. Annan’s actions through the media Wwtds mentioned earlier got a great part of
their news content from the international pressiags and sources. Ghanaians therefore saw

Mr. Annan as a representative of Ghana in the deitsorld.

The vast majority of all media coverage of Mr. Anria Ghana was extremely positive
troughout his entire tenure. Even when the intéonat press criticized the work of the United
Nations Organization and that of Kofi Annan thedlomedia said nothing or very little against
him at all. As mentioned by the Ghanaian Ambassadéne Czech Republic H. E Kufuor.
“He was regarded as being a non-political and matgonal figure and as a result, he got

extremely good media coverage in the various tyffesedia in Ghana. This culminated in a

%2 The Graphic.
% The Graphic.
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campaign organised by several media organisatiomsdaat getting him to stand for elections

as President of Ghana since he was believed toebleetst for the jol5”.

Given his almost “god-like” status in Ghana it &sg to realize why there was so much
positive media coverage about him in home courithys positive media coverage was not
only limited to Ghana but it was typical for mos$ttlee African media which unanimously saw
Kofi Annan as a shining example to follow. To fuethquote the opinion of H. E Kufuor,
which in turn is derived from her communicationwihe leading Ghanaian news editors and
media analysts “Generally, he was extremely wethted®. There was almost 100% positive
news about him. Even at the height of the oil-fmod crisis, when he got the most negative
press coverage overseas in his entire tenurewssnot reflected in the Ghanaian media.
Both state-owned and private media stood by hirsuipport or gave the issue little publicity.
For them as indeed for all Ghanaians, he was thieenson done good, he could do no wrong,

and no matter what others felt he had déne

“Much of this could also be seen in how Mr. Annaaswaddressed in the media, apart
from being referred to as an “icon, hero thinkegder, symbol, statesman, father figure, role
model” he was always addressed in the most forenaid reserved to for the elite of Ghanaian
society. This was in addition to other forms of @3 which are the same as in the Czech
media for example. Additionally to this, Mr. Ann@noften quoted in the local media in the

context of a trustworthy politician.

% Ghana Embassy, Prague. E-mail to the author.
% Ghana Embassy, Prague. E-mail to the author.
% Ghana Embassy, Prague. E-mail to the author.
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9.4. VISUAL IMAGE

In terms of the visual presentation, Mr. Annan \algays the main news priority of any
media in the country. In newspapers, news regardofg Annan appeared most often on the
front pages of the newspapers or within the nega@es. In the case of the Internet news
sources it can be said that Mr. Annan is alwaystipogd within the immediate view of the
reader. As for the television the same can be aaidvell as for most news broadcasts,
talkshows, bulletins, political discussions touchdirectly or indirectly on the persona of Mr.
Annan and his work. Even outside the “formal” mesliaucture, in Ghanaian blogs, internet

forums or chats there was little negative refersroehis figure.

This also included his photos, which were alwagi¢ring much as | have mentioned in
the Czech media. Again, the majority of publish@dtpgraphs of Mr. Annan are very formal
and carry a great amount of respect. The idea t#ader is often presented. The main
difference from the international media is the fd@t Mr. Annan is often shown with local
Ghanaians or other Africans reaffirming the notilbat he cares about his “own” people. Such
visual presentation related to the opening of difé institutions, official ceremonies,

religious ceremonies or important speeches.

Kofi Annan is also often shown as attending natestivals, celebrations or ceremonies
which are important within the Ghanaian social feavark. The idea of a strong African
leader is continuously repeated. Mr. Annan is aléen photographed in traditional attire, the
“kente”, which unlike a suit and tie firmly rootrhiin the Ghanaian traditions and give him an

even wider appeal within the rural population.

65



When being shown with non-Ghanaians the viewenaftets the idea that Mr. Annan is
the centre of attention and in control of the ensituation. As mentioned earlier this is a key
aspect of redefining the power struggle betweenfahmer “Western colonial powers” and
that of a “competent” African leader. The image af African who is more than an

international sports, film or music celebrity is@alextremely well presented.

By photographing Mr. Annan with important dignitsj the Ghanaian media managed
to create a “black” icon far removed from athletespppers or Hollywood stars which the
media often link to black people in general. Theaian media presented an “intelligent

intellectual” African.
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10. CONCLUSION

As | have presented in my thesis the media imageodif Annan as Secretary General
varies greatly in both countries | have surveydtke edia image of Mr. Annan in the Czech

media is different to that in the Ghanaian media.

The similarities and differences are obvious fréwa perspective of the media culture at

present.

On one side there have emerged a more globalizedieersal media which draw and in
turn redistributes information around the world mngklittle difference in space or time the
Internet being the best example of the electroredimwhich has revolutionized the creation

of the media.

The idea that the media content can be createdyararsly and then in the same way
distributed all over the world has completely chethghe role of the media. Since the
introduction of the Internet as a widespread etentr media the media content has become
much more democratic and egalitarian. While théezdiorms of media, nhamely of electronic
media, were more or less elitist the Internet h@dgbd this gap in an effort to try to give

everyone and anyone a say in their own media input.

When studying more classical forms of the medi& likterature” we come to the
realization that in order to partake in the inpbtiterature as a media form one has to be
literate to a great degree to be able to put faiwa@s ideas. Literature as a medium has
therefore been a very elitist media ever sinceas wonceived hundreds of years ago. The fact
that the reading and literature has been considgredany the dominant form of medium has

also made it an exclusive one. Since the vastgbdie global population is not able to read or
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write, literature is a somewhat exclusive kind afcium for them. Therefore, literature as a
global medium is not completely egalitarian aseijuires numerous steps, education and

access to information.

The same can be said about more modern forms ofamadout television as an
electronic medium. Although the television doesmeojuire as much educational and acquired
information, it is still considered as relativelgxtlusive” medium. The fact that it works on a
purely visual basis and can therefore be adaptelbdal standards to be understood by
everyone gives it a much wider scope of influergtél the content of what is being shown on

TV is decided by a selected few who choose forrsthdat they should see.

The Internet has so far got the closest to beimgoge democratic medium allowing
anyone with access to a computer to put in hisecaaton the Internet and see the opinions of
others. This medium therefore has much fewer lihitsn were present in other established
forms of media. Since there are almost no restristiplaced on media content on the Internet
and the usage of information is anonymous it gittes user a chance to interact with

information on a much more personal level than &etore.

In the context of building a media image the elmutr media are crucial as they set the
basis for the image on a wide scale. They work oy on an audio basis but most

importantly on a visual basis, which is much marftuential.

As | have shown, the media image of Kofi Annan dgrhis 10-year term as UN
Secretary General was strongly influenced by thdiaéNhen comparing his image in the
Czech and Ghanaian media there were similaritieh sas the reports of his actions,
photographs of him and commentaries to his worles€hsimilarities were to the most part

given by the fact that both of these countriestigeir news information from the same sources
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as the rest of the world. This to a great extemgsra unified picture of him to the global

audience.

On the other hand, there were numerous differencebe Czech Republic where Mr.
Annan was never a well-known public figure he whgags perceived as being a part of his
organization. He was shown as an important peapekediplomat and leader who was an
integral part of the United Nations Organizatiamtthe context of his own persona very little

was said by the Czech media as they have a rdiatieatral opinion of him.

In contrast, the Ghanaian media looked at Mr. Anaaa symbol of hope and success —
as the H. E. Kufuor expressed her opinion: “Thiseigapsulated in the Ghanaian Daily
Graphic editorial of January 23, 2007, in whichwees described as an ‘Icon of Africa’.” this
extremely positive image can be compared to thelCpertrayal of Madeleine Albright, the
first female American secretary of state who senvethe Clinton administration. Given her
Czech origins, she was also presented with mugiecesn the Czech media and like with Mr.

Annan there were even suggestions that she bedwnpdsident of the country.

The idea that the media can completely shape tlagenof the same person in two
different locations is perfectly visible in my thesvhere both the Ghanaian media and Czech
media have reacted differently to the image of &acy General of the United Nations

Organization Kofi Annan while still keeping certgarts of this image the same.
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DICTIONARY

Media — channels of mass communication (radio, newspéaglewvision, etc.), medium.
Means by which something is accomplished; mearxpfession; channel of communication;

middle man, intermediary; substance or environrtaoiugh which something is affected.

Electronic media — General term that includes television, radiderimet, CD-ROMSs,

DVD, etc., anything that is not film or paper based

Viewer — a person who watches television, often a devofeéelevision or of a

particular kind of television program

Audience — The spectators or listeners assembled at arpwfwe, for example, or

attracted by a radio or television program
Masses- The body of common people or people of low se@imomic status

Ideology — a form of social or political philosophy in whigractical elements are as
prominent as theoretical ones. It is a system ehsdthat aspires both to explain the world and

to change it.

Elite — A group or class of persons or a member of sugmoup or class, enjoying

superior intellectual, social, or economic status.

Discourse — a mode of organizing knowledge, ideas, or eepee that is rooted in

language and its concrete contexts

Critical Discourse Analysis — Discourse Analysis is the area of linguisticattis

concerned with how we build up meaning in the largemmunicative rather than
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grammatical units; meaning in a text, paragrapmvecsation, etc, rather than in a single

sentence.

Society— The persons, collectively considered, who livany region or at any period,
any community of individuals who are united togethg a common bond of nearness or

intercourse; those who recognize each other agiassg, friends, and acquaintances.

Media Influence — media influence or refer to the theories abbet ways the mass

media affect how their audiences think and behave.
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