
Abstract 

 

This work will provide a genealogy of the metamodern condition. The postmodern sentiment is by 

no means gone, but it has transformed so much at this point that the vague postmodern label has 

become obsolete. Indeed, the cultural sphere is now dealing with a whole set of urgent social, 

political and economic realities, spurred on by climatic, financial and geopolitical crises, that 

postmodernism could never seriously handle. In the course of this paper, I will examine the 

modernist and post-modernist streams of thought that have resulted in the emergence  

of metamodernism, which somehow counter-intuitively combines modernist sincerity  

with post-postmodernist irony. Moreover, I will assess this stream of thought through the lens  

of Actor-network theory, as outlined by Bruno Latour. In the end, I hope to demonstrate that 

metamodernism offers something that postmodernism, disappointed from the failure  

of modernist projects, never could: hope.  
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