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Reviewer’s commentary according to the above criteria (min. 1800 characters
including spaces when recommending a passing grade, min. 2500 characters including
spaces when recommending a failing grade):

This thesis stems from a paradox: the different approach of the Polish PiS party vis-a-vis
different groups of refugees and refugee crises, be it the 2015 migration movement of mostly
Syrians, the 2021 Polish-Belorussian border crises, and the consequences of the Russian
attack on Ukraine in 2022. While scholars have already exposed the paradox by studying it
through the lens of imaginaries of immigration, moral panics, and the normalization of
racism, the herein evaluated thesis demonstrates precisely how the securitization of a
democratically elected parliament was influenced by the Polish public itself. Indeed, by
adopting an audience approach—as an extension of the securitization theory—the author
identifies the convergence between Polish-national and European-international security
interests. The selective treatment was hence contingent upon the acceptance of the Polish



public. Taking aside some of the minor technical and formal issues, this is an important
contribution to our understanding of what shapes securitization, also highlighting the
importance of longitudinal case-study analysis.
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