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I. Evaluation of the entire doctoral study

The candidate followed a very rigorous doctoral study programme consisting of participation in
relevant study modules, autonomous research based on ongoing involvement in the practice field
that was the subject of the research, teaching on related subjects at the Faculty of Humanities, active
participation in research finding presentations at conferences, workshops and colloquia and an
internship in Finland as well as an intensive study period spent in the Republic of Ireland focused on
the research of palliative care developments there.

Preliminary research findings were disseminated at various international conferences in Finland,
Poland, Brno, and Prague. The candidate also produced articles in journals (Social Work Forum,
Caritas et Veritas) and 7 chapters in international books, several of which | co-edited and which were
subjected to a rigorous peer-review process. These activities underline the international importance
of the candidate’s research topic as well as his ability to transfer research insights to teaching
programmes and to broader academic discourse fora. | therefore consider the candidate to have
reached a considerable national and international level of visibility and recognition on the strength of
his academic abilities.

1. Overall evaluation of the dissertation

The key characteristic of the candidate’s approach to the research topic is his search for insights
which not only trace and analyse key moments in the development of palliative care services in the
Czech Republic in the context of fundamental changes in politics and national and international social
policy, but which also allow inferences to be drawn for dynamics in service developments more
generally in relation to various factors determining social policies. To this purpose he developed a
sophisticated theoretical framework consisting of sociological, psychological, and organisational sets
of theories which he applied from the overall perspective of action theory. | observed that in the
process he was able to combine and balance his concerns for positive developments in the field of
study, where he holds direct responsibilities, with those for the independence and critical stance of
the research-observer so that the conclusions are convincing as based on ample evidence.

The candidate demonstrated high personal commitment throughout the entire period under my
supervision and a mature academic attitude towards the use of theory and research methodology.
The topic deals with a particular but highly paradigmatic area of innovative service development that
combines medical and social service concerns and links easily with actual discourses in social work



internationally. It therefore has relevance both in an academic and in an applied context and is an
excellent example of “practitioner research” such as it is being promoted at the forefront of social
work research discussions.

I1l. Comments on the dissertation

The dissertation is characterised by two key qualities: It introduces theoretical concepts from
sociology, organisational theory, and psychology in a succinct and practice-oriented way, combining
academic and practitioner interests, and it demonstrates the value of academic research following
and analysing ongoing developments in key practice fields. This stands in my view as an
encouragement for practitioners to devote their professional competences and commitments to
ongoing investigations and evaluations of their respective agencies so as to ensure a solid and
consistent quality orientation in the interest of the users of the particular services. The conclusions
are therefore convincing.

IV. Any questions about the defence

In the presentation of the empirical part of the thesis the various steps and sources of data-collection
are perhaps not made sufficiently clear. However, the candidate operated on the basis of a very full
immersion in and documentation of data arising from his involvement in the field and | would
suggest that the defence focus on the wealth of these data and the candidate’s overall knowledge of
social policy developments in the Czech Republic post-1989. In addition, his total familiarity with
principles and practices of palliative care were perhaps treated too briefly in the dissertation and
should therefore feature in the defence more fully, including his familiarity with the dilemmas
practitioners face often in their implementation in relation to the principle of patients’ rights.

V. Conclusion

On the basis of my extensive involvement with the work of the candidate and my reading of the
resulting dissertation | tentatively classify the submitted dissertation as pass.

31.January 2024

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Walter Lorenz
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podané v roce 2023 na katedfe sociologie.
I. Hodnoceni celého doktorského studia

Kandidatka absolvovala velmi naro¢ny doktorsky studijni program sestavajici z Ucasti na pfislusnych
studijnich modulech, samostatného vyzkumu zalozeného na priibéZzném zapojeni do praxe v oblasti,
ktera byla pfedmétem vyzkumu, vyuky souvisejicich predmét( na Fakulté humanitnich studii, aktivni
Ucasti na prezentacich vyzkumnych zjisténi na konferencich, workshopech a kolokviich a staze ve
Finsku a intenzivniho studijniho obdobi straveného v Irské republice zaméreného na vyzkum vyvoje
paliativni péce v této zemi.

Predbéziné vysledky vyzkumu byly prezentovany na rliznych mezinarodnich konferencich ve Finsku,
Polsku, Brné a Praze. Kandidatka rovnéz ptipravila ¢lanky v ¢asopisech (Social Work Forum, Caritas et
Veritas) a 7 kapitol v mezinarodnich knihach, z nichz nékolik jsem spoluredigovala a které prosly
pfisnym recenznim fizenim. Tyto aktivity podtrhuji mezinarodni vyznam kandidatova vyzkumného
tématu i jeho schopnost prenaset poznatky z vyzkumu do vyukovych program( a na sirsi akademicka
diskusni féra. Domnivam se proto, Ze kandidat dosahl na zakladé svych akademickych schopnosti
znacného zviditelnéni a uznani na narodni i mezinarodni Urovni.

Il. Celkové hodnoceni disertacni prace

Klicovou charakteristikou uchazedova pfistupu k vyzkumnému tématu je hledani poznatkd, které
nejen sleduji a analyzuji kli¢ové momenty vyvoje sluzeb paliativni péce v Ceské republice v kontextu
zasadnich zmén v politice a narodni i mezindrodni socialni politice, ale které umoZiuji vyvodit zavéry
pro dynamiku vyvoje sluzeb obecnéji ve vztahu k rznym faktordm uréujicim socialni politiku. Za
timto ucelem vytvofil propracovany teoreticky ramec sestavajici ze sociologickych, psychologickych a
organizac¢nich soubor teorii, které aplikoval z celkové perspektivy teorie jednani. VSiml jsem si, Zze v
tomto procesu dokazal spojit a vyvazit své zajmy o pozitivni vyvoj v oblasti studia, kde nese pfimou
odpovédnost, se zajmy o nezavislost a kriticky postoj vyzkumnika-pozorovatele tak, aby zavéry byly
presvédcivé jako zaloZené na dostate¢ném mnozstvi dlikazd.

Kandidat po celou dobu mého vedeni projevoval vysoké osobni nasazeni a vyzraly akademicky
pfistup k vyuZivani teorie a metodologie vyzkumu. Téma se zabyva specifickou, ale velmi
paradigmatickou oblasti rozvoje inovativnich sluzeb, kterd kombinuje medicinské a socialni problémy
a snadno se propojuje s aktualnimi diskurzy v socidlni praci na mezinarodni trovni. Ma proto
relevanci jak v akademickém, tak v aplikovaném kontextu a je vynikajicim prikladem "vyzkumu
praxe", jaky se prosazuje v popredi diskusi o vyzkumu v socialni praci.

I1l. PFipominky k disertacni praci

Disertacni prace se vyznacuje dvéma klicovymi vlastnostmi: Uvadi teoretické koncepty ze sociologie,
teorie organizace a psychologie stru¢nym a na praxi orientovanym zpUtsobem, kombinuje akademické
a praktické zadjmy a ukazuje hodnotu akademického vyzkumu, ktery sleduje a analyzuje probihajici
vyvoj v klicovych oblastech praxe. To podle mého ndzoru stoji za pobidkou pro odborniky z praxe, aby
vénovali své odborné kompetence a zavazky pribéznému zkoumani a hodnoceni ptislusnych agentur,



a zajistili tak solidni a konzistentni orientaci na kvalitu v zajmu uZivatel( konkrétnich sluzeb. Zavéry
jsou proto presvédcivé.

IV. Pfipadné dotazy k obhajobé

V prezentaci empirické ¢asti prace nejsou moznd dostatecné jasné uvedeny jednotlivé kroky a zdroje
sbéru dat. Kandidat vsak pracoval na zakladé velmi pIného ponoru do dat vzniklych jeho plsobenim v
terénu a jejich dokumentace a navrhoval bych, aby se obhajoba zaméfila na bohatost téchto dat a
celkovou znalost kandidata o vyvoiji socialni politiky v CR po roce 1989. Kromé toho jeho celkova
znalost principud a postupt paliativni péce byla v disertacni praci zpracovana mozna az pfilis strucné,
a proto by méla byt v obhajobé uvedena podrobnéji, vetné jeho znalosti dilemat, kterym praktici pfi
jejich realizaci ¢asto Celi ve vztahu k principu prav pacientd.

V. Zavér

Na zakladé rozsahlé Ucasti na praci uchazece a cetby vysledné disertacni prace predbéziné klasifikuji
predloZenou disertacni praci jako vyhovuijici.

31. ledna 2024

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Walter Lorenz



