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Course of defence: The acting chair of the defense (prof. Kratochvil) welcomed the
audience, confirmed that the defense was properly announced in line
with the university regulations and that the student has fulfilled all
requirements of his PhD. study to be eligible for the defense of the
PhD. thesis. Then he introduced the student, pointing out the
highlights of his CV such as being awarded the Jirka Matoušek prize
twice. The advisor of the student (doc. Tancer) briefly reported on
the course of the PhD. study of Denis Bulavka and expressed his
content with the student's performance. The student then presented
the main results of his thesis, giving a well balanced overview as
well as many interesting details. The opponent prof. Benedetti
(University of Miami) provided a detailed report on the thesis,
pointing out that many of the results appeared in high-quality venues
(journal Combinatorica, conference SoCG), and asked about a
version of one of the problems restricted to shellable spheres. The
other opponent prof. Holmsen (KAIST) also summarized his
favourable report, and posed several questions (generalizations of
colorful Helly theorem, the possibility of restraining the colors by
more general matroids, Erdos-Ko-Rado properties on nerve
complexes). The student answered the questions and the opponents
explicitly expressed their full satisfaction with the answers. In the
general discussion, the stundent also answered queries concerning
the relationship between the weak and the strong saturation and
whether the rigidity is the property of the graph or its particular
embedding.
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