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of SPs which is characterised by a considerable power asymmetry. Ali in all, my reading is,jirst, that 

the data gathered and used in the dissertation enable the author to develop convincing answers to the 

three research questions that are at the core of this ambitious project; second, that the quantitative 

methods used are appropriate and well-executed; and third, that the results are presented in a clear and 

understandable way. 

Let me close by reiterating that I read this piece of work as an outstanding dissertation thesis which 

makes a significant contribution to advancing our knowledge about strategie partnerships as an 

important institutional vehicle to facilitate cooperation among states. ln my reading, the careful 

revisions implemented by the author subsequent to the small defence have furthered strengthened the 

thesis. Against this backdrop, I consider this piece of work an extraordinarily successful dissertation 

thesis and wish to congratulate the author on this impressive achievement. 

Dr Benjamin Faude 
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