
Abstract 

    Diploma thesis „Application of the principle of autonomy in the field of death and 

dying of seniors in the Czech Republic“ primaly deals with issues related to the right to 

self-determination, human dignity and desires associated with the end of life. It seeks to 

answer the question of the extent to which the autonomy of the individual can be respected 

and to participate in end-of-life healthcare decisions through the legal concept of living 

will, even if the person is in a position that does not allow to express the will. Although 

this institute is firmly rooted in the legal order of the Czech Republic, awareness of this 

legal concept is insufficient among the public and rarely used, unlike the Federal Republic 

of Germany, where the institute is usually applied by seniors. 

    The aim of the work is to reflect the current issues of dying and death from an ethical 

point of view and provide comprehensive information on the current possibilities of 

exercising the right to self-determination, which can significantly support the quality of 

human care in the terminal phase of life. 

 

 


