ABSTRACT

The thesis deals with testimonies from the time of the Holocaust. Its aim was to compare two
selected testimonies of Holocaust survivors, to find the main themes and to compare these
testimonies also in terms of gender. I used the 17 testimonies that I read to determine the main
themes of the testimonies. In the first part of the thesis, I discuss the evolution of perceptions
of testimony over time, the relationship between the Holocaust and gender, and testimony as a
genre. In the second part, I analyze the testimonies of Elie Wiesel and Edith Eger, looking for
commonalities and differences in the experience of imprisonment. I selected an event that had
a major impact on the protagonists during their adolescence in the camp and also looked at their
development before and after the war. The presence of a loved one in the camp and then their
ability to refuse to accept blame for what happened to them appears to be crucial to their
survival. Both actors were also able to apply the experiences of the prison years to their
professional lives after the war. In terms of gender, the testimonies of Elie Wiesel and Edith
Eger do not differ fundamentally; on the contrary, they are very similar. Gender therefore had

no major influence on the survival of these two young people.



