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spaces when recommending a failing grade):

The strengths of the thesis include its contribution to the broader scholarly debate on political
apologies, a trending research topic. It documents and analyzes the divergent views
between China and Japan on Japan’s political apology for wartime transgressions during
World War II. There is a logic to the thesis, beginning with historical and contextual
background, covering the reconciliation efforts starting with the Tokyo Trial, and discussing
the attitudes of China and Japan regarding war compensation treaties. What | also find
important, it approaches the research question by incorporating responses to apologies from
both the victim and perpetrator sides.

However, there are weaknesses as well, and we have examined some of these during
consultations. The thesis could benefit from a clearer articulation of what | would call "the
big picture." The analysis within the thesis itself can be chaotic at times and would benefit




from a more structured approach. Additionally, as | am convinced, the incorporation of Social
Dominance Orientation Theory should be more straightforward and better explained.
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