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I. Overall evaluation of PhD studies 

The student has technically met the requirements for submitting a dissertation. However, his Ph.D. 
studies were significantly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, which prevented him from traveling to 
Prague for consultations and disrupted his planned excavations abroad. Even under these 
circumstances, the student's participation in academic activities was quite limited. 
 The pandemic undoubtedly created obstacles for the student, particularly in terms of travel and 
fieldwork. Nonetheless, his participation in online conferences, while existent, was minimal and lacked 
the depth and breadth expected of a PhD candidate. Upon the improvement of the situation, his return 
to excavations in Egypt and attendance at conferences and workshops did little to compensate for the 
lost time and opportunities. 
 The student's involvement in conferences and workshops was limited to presenting posters, 
which provided only basic information about his field activities. These posters often did not relate to 
his PhD thesis, suggesting a lack of focus and direction in his research dissemination efforts. 
 Throughout his PhD program, the student published several studies (often in Italian), but these 
were largely not featured in major academic journals. The exception was one article in the Journal of 
Ancient Egyptian Interconnections (JAEI). The overall quality and impact of his publications are lacking, 
indicating a deficiency in producing high-caliber research worthy of wider academic recognition. 
 The student's teaching activities in Egypt are noted, yet this aspect of his academic experience 
appears to be one of the few positive elements. While teaching is a valuable activity, it does not 
sufficiently compensate for the shortcomings in his research and academic contributions. 

II. Overall evaluation of the dissertation 

The Ph.D. thesis is predominantly descriptive and lacks originality. While it meticulously presents 
existing research on the tombs in Western Thebes, the analytical component is significantly deficient 
for this level of academic work. There is no clear initial research question or hypothesis that the student 
aims to address, indicating a fundamental flaw in the research design. 
 Moreover, numerous plagiarized passages throughout the dissertation raise serious ethical and 
academic integrity issues. This undermines the credibility of the student's work and calls into question 
his suitability for the doctoral degree. The presence of plagiarism is a grave concern, as it not only 
violates academic standards but also compromises the integrity of scholarly research. 

III. Comments relating to the dissertation [if any] 

Based on Turnitin's evaluation, the percentage of identical passages is 22%. While in some cases these 
are established references or bibliographies where identical citation is unavoidable, in other cases 



these are clearly plagiarized passages from the work of other authors. To illustrate, here are a few 
specific examples that I consider to be evidence of serious violations of the ethics of academic work. 
 
Below are specific examples from the Introduction that illustrate serious these violations: 
Cavillier, pp. 1-2 
There are several myths associating Hathor with the flood. In the myth of the wandering eye of the 
sun god Ra, Hathor is the daughter of Ra, the vengeful eye of the god who flees to Nubia and must be 
summoned to return by Thoth. It is believed that upon her return, she brought with her the 
inundation. The same is true for the combined deity Hathor-Sothis, the goddess of the star known 
today as Sirius, whose appearance on the horizon, as that star, heralded the arrival of the inundation 
and the new year. It makes sense that the cascade created from the rainwater pouring out of the 
grotto should be likened to such an event, and thus, the cave is considered sacred to Hathor. 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012, p. 24 
There are several myths associating Hathor with the flood. In the myth of the wandering eye of the 
sun god Ra, Hathor is the daughter of Ra, the vengeful eye of the god who flees to Nubia and must be 
summoned to return by Thoth. It is believed that upon her return, she brought with her the 
inundation. The same is true for the combined deity Hathor-Sothis, the goddess of the star known 
today as Sirius, whose appearance on the horizon, as that star, heralded the arrival of the inundation 
and the new year. It makes sense that the cascade created from the rain water pouring out of the 
grotto should be likened to such an event and thus the cave considered sacred to Hathor.  
 
 
Cavillier, p. 6 
The Nile River valley cuts through a desert landscape that to the west is known as the Libyan Desert, 
or Western Desert, and to the east as the Arabian Desert. The West Bank was established as Thebes9 
necropolis. It included royal mortuary temples built in the desert on the edge of the floodplain. 
Further west, a series of minor necropolises were established in desert valleys, known as wadis, 
incised into the eastern escarpment of the Theban Plateau, representing the eastern extent of the 
Libyan Desert. The plateau in the area is also known as the Theban Mountain. The necropolis 
includes the Valley of the Queens, the Valley of the Kings, The Southwestern Valleys, and the sites of 
Qurna, Deir el-Bahari, Dra Abu el-Naga, Assasif, El-Tarif, Qurret Murray. 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012, p. 15 
The West Bank was established as Thebes’ necropolis. It included royal mortuary temples built in the 
desert on the edge of the floodplain. Further west, a series of necropoleis were established in desert 
valleys, known as wadis, incised into the eastern escarpment of the Theban Plateau, which 
represents the eastern extent of the Libyan Desert. The plateau in the area is also known as the 
Theban Mountain. The necropoleis include the Valley of the Queens, the Valley of the Kings, and the 
Tombs of the Nobles. Queens Valley is the southern most of these necropoleis, northwest of the 
temple of Medinet Habu.  
 
 



Cavillier, p. 10 
…was linked with regeneration and rebirth, primarily in two forms, one following the rising and 
setting of the sun cyclically and the other linked to a rebirth in the afterlife through the body of Osiris 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012, p. 49 
… was linked with regeneration and rebirth, primarily in two forms, one following the rising and 
setting of the sun cyclically and the other linked to a rebirth in the afterlife through the body of Osiris 
(Hornung 1999, 27).  
 
 
Cavillier, p. 10 
But the rebirth which physically occurred with the new inundation was likewise linked to Osiris. In 
her role as “Mistress of the West“, the female counterpart of Osiris, Hathor received the deceased 
into the afterlife 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012, p. 24 
The rebirth which physically occurred with the new inundation was likewise linked to Osiris. In her 
role as Mistress of the West, the female counterpart of Osiris, Hathor received the deceased into the 
afterlife (Desroches Noblecourt 1990-1991, 14). 
 
 
Cavillier, p. 10 
emerging from the Theban Mountains in her bovine form from the reeds of the marshes and the 
western mountains with a sun-disc and ostrich feather crown and a meat-necklace around her neck 
 
E. R. Warkentin, Looking Beyond the Image: An Exploration of the Relationship between Political 
Power and the Cult Places of Hathor in New Kingdom Egypt. PhD Thesis, University of Memphis, 
2018. p. 55 
emerging in her bovine form from the reeds of the marshes and the 
western mountains with a sun-disc and ostrich feather crown and a menat-necklace around her neck 
 
 
Cavillier, p. 10 
if the funerary 'space' carved into the hill is conceptualized as the womb of the goddess from which 
the deceased is reborn from death, acting as Kamutef, 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012, p. 24 
The space may have been conceptualized as the womb of the goddess from which the deceased was 
reborn acting as Kamutef 
 
 
 



Cavillier, p. 11 
unlike the 18th Dynasty tombs in the Valley of the Kings, which have elaborated architectural plans 
and are extensively decorated with funerary texts and associated images of kings and deities, the cliff 
tombs are without any decoration, making identification of tomb owners dependent on the finds. 
Only parts of standard funerary equipment found in situ occasionally included coffins, fragments of 
inscribed canopic jars, or texts, providing archaeologists with the name and title of the occupant. 
Many of the tombs were also reused in later periods, and in many cases, later reuse obscured the 
date and identity of the original burial. 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012, p. 25 
Unlike the 18th Dynasty tombs in the Valley of the Kings, which have elaborate architectural plans 
and are extensively decorated with funerary texts and associated images of kings and deities, those 
in the Valley of the Queens are without any decoration, making identification of tomb owners 
dependent on the finds. Remnants of standard funerary equipment found in situ occasionally 
included fragments of inscribed canopic jars or texts, providing archaeologists with the name and 
title of the occupant (Table 1 summarizes the tombs that can be attributed to a person or reign, 
followed by profiles of selected tombs). Many of the tombs were also reused in later periods, and in 
many cases later reuse obscured the date and identity of the original burial. 
 
 
Cavillier, p. 11 
generally characterized by simple vertical shafts dug into the rock leading to a corridor and one or 
more burial chambers, 
 
M. Demas – N. Agnew (eds.), Project Report. Valley of the Queens Assessment Report. Vol. 1. 
Conservation and Management Planning. Los Angeles: The Getty Conservation Institute 2012,p. 25 
generally characterized by simple vertical shafts excavated into the rock and leading to one or more 
burial chambers. 
 
 
Cavillier, p. 12 
the Valley of the Kings (Fig. In.8) was developing into a real necropolis, and as any city, this city of the 
dead needed a certain measure of planning. 
 
S. Willocx, The last of the experimental royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings: KV42 and KV34, Ancient 
Egypt by Sjef Willocks 2011, p. 11 
https://m.moam.info/kv42-and-kv34-ancient-egypt-by-sjef-
willockx_5a2bce221723dd91631263ab.html 
the Valley was now developing into a real necropolis, and as any city, this city of the dead needed a 
certain measure of planning 
 
 
 
 

https://m.moam.info/kv42-and-kv34-ancient-egypt-by-sjef-willockx_5a2bce221723dd91631263ab.html
https://m.moam.info/kv42-and-kv34-ancient-egypt-by-sjef-willockx_5a2bce221723dd91631263ab.html


Cavillier, pp. 12-13 
- KV39 (western and eastern section): probably built for Tuthmosis I or Ahmose- 
Meryetamun;  
- an unknown tomb for Tuthmosis II;  
- KV38 (in the first phase without the cartouche-shaped burial chamber): may have been built on the 
orders of the queen Hatshepsut, then still the regent for the boy-king Tuthmosis III;  
- KV20: tomb of Hatshepsut as ruler. 
 
These were followed by:  
- KV33 and KV34 (tomb of Tuthmosis III);  
- an extension/refurbishing of KV38, on the orders of Tuthmosis III, for reburial of his 
grandfather, Tuthmosis I. 
 
S. Willocx, The last of the experimental royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings: KV42 and KV34, Ancient 
Egypt by Sjef Willocks 2011, pp. 11-12 
- KV39 (western and eastern section): probably for Tuthmosis I. 
- An unknown tomb for Tuthmosis II. 
- KV38 (in a first phase without the cartouche shaped burial chamber): may have been built on the 
orders of Hatshepsut, then still regentess, for the boy-king Tuthmosis III. 
- KV20: tomb of Hatshepsut as ruler 
These were followed by: 
- KV34: tomb of Tuthmosis III. 
- An extension / refurbishing of KV38, on the orders of Tuthmosis III for a reburial of his grandfather, 
Tuthmosis I. 
 
 
Cavillier, p. 13 
These tombs were distributed over the available ground. The contours on the plan represent the 
modern asphalt roads, which follow the floor of the various side wadis of the Valley. As you can see 
in the previous figure, these earliest kings9 tombs were spread out as much as possible – you might 
consider: “one site, one wadi, one king“ – with KV39 even further away, on the outer rim of the 
Valley. Below is a series of smaller tombs, all believed to be of 18th Dynasty origin. The side wadis 
ascend from the center out; this means that the royal tombs are located above the smaller tombs in 
their particular side wadi. 
 
S. Willocx, The last of the experimental royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings: KV42 and KV34, Ancient 
Egypt by Sjef Willocks 2011, p. 12 
These tombs were distributed over the available ground. The contours on the plan represent the 
modern asphalt roads, which follow the floor of the various side wadis of the Valley. As you can see, 
these earliest kings’ tombs were spread out as much as possible – you might say: “one wadi, one king” 
– with KV39 even further away, on the outer rim of the Valley. 
Fig. 4 below is a blow up of the central part of Fig. 3, but now with a series of smaller tombs included 
that are all believed to be of 18th dynasty origin. The side wadis ascend from the center out; this means 
that the regal tombs are, in their particular side wadi, located above the smaller tombs. 
 



Cavillier, p. 13 
Tuthmosis IV‘s retainers were given a place at a somewhat more respectful distance from their 
patron‘s tomb. 
 
S. Willocx, The last of the experimental royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings: KV42 and KV34, Ancient 
Egypt by Sjef Willocks 2011, p. 12 
Tuthmosis IV’s retainers were given a place at a somewhat more respectful distance from their 
patron’s tomb. 
 
 
Cavillier, p. 13 
It was initially oriented towards the nearby mountaintop of Gebel Al-Qurn (with its western passage). 
Upon hitting the inferior stone, the tomb‘s orientation was rotated a full 180° (the eastern path) in 
his second realization phase. Its originator was, in all probability, Tuthmosis I 
 
S. Willocx, The last of the experimental royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings: KV42 and KV34, Ancient 
Egypt by Sjef Willocks 2011, p. 79 
It was originally oriented towards the nearby mountain top of El-Qurn (with its western passage). 
Upon hitting inferior stone, the tomb’s orientation was rotated a full 180° (the eastern passage). Its 
originator was in all probability Tuthmosis I. 
 

 



 

 



 

 



IV. Any questions for the defence 

 
N/A 

V. Conclusion 

Due to the serious violation of the ethics of scientific work in the preparation of the submitted 
dissertation, I have no questions and I provisionally classify the submitted dissertation as failed. 
 
 
          
July 28, 2024       Prof. PhDr. Jana Mynářová, Ph.D. 
 
 


