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At the start of the defense, the chair of the committee briefly
introduced the current academic and scientific experiences of the
student. The student then presented the topic of his doctoral project:
he introduced the committee and the public into the topic of nucleic
acids and their catalytic activity, the main objectives of his work and
the experiments he did to fulfill these objectives, as well as some
problems he met during the course of his work and how he overcame
them, the results he got and the conclusions he made based on these
results. His experiments also included testing of some potential
practical applications of deoxyribosymes he synthesized. His
presentation took approx. 28 min. The supervisor then expressed his
total satisfaction with the student’s work and his preparedness for an
independent scientific work. Both reviewers were present online,
both also very positively assessed the thesis and had some questions
that the student then satisfactorily answered (including two that the
student could not be prepared for in advance). It was clear that he is
very knowleadgable about his topic and very interested in his work.
This was also clear from the general discussion that followed. The
final part of the defense was the closed session of the committee,
which not only recommended awarding the student the Ph.D. degree
but also his graduation cum laude.
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