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Reviewer’s commentary according to the above criteria (min. 1800 characters
including spaces when recommending a passing grade, min. 2500 characters including
spaces when recommending a failing grade):

The presented thesis aims to cover the Russian foreign policy changes regarding the
Global South. This is a very important and relevant topic. However, the thesis aims to
cover the WHOLE of these relations. That is a goal that would be viable for a handbook
type of manuscript, not a bachelor thesis. Just the fact that the thesis is over 100 pages
long in total highlights this. The broadness of the topic disallows the bachelor thesis to
provide any meaningful insight or analysis, even though the author clearly gathered and
understood vast amount of data. If the topic was narrowed down to a single topic or
region/country, the quality of the text would greatly increase as the author is clearly
capable of understanding the political processes analysed.

This broadness than leads to other problems. The rather long historical introduction into
the Russian politics would be relevant if used to explain the changes in the Russian
approach to the Global South throughout the times. Yet it is not used this way as that



would further increase the length of the manuscript. The Global South is also very
problematically conceptualized. The author herself points at this fact very correctly, yet the
case selection includes an extremely varied set of countries. The attention paid to the
different countries is then very uneven throughout the analysed factors. Also, the thesis
holds numerous language issues including typos, incorrect capitalizing and translations
and at least on pages 13 and 37 incorrect citing. | would believe this is also a
consequence of developing too lengthy and broad bachelor thesis. In the final analysis,
divided into seven sections, the different spheres of analysis are sometimes mixed
together (e.g., the debate over carbohydrate dependencies of LA countries in the section
on soft power). The work uses endnote referencing style, which is not a problem in itself,
yet the referencing of the works is not following any clear citation style. It would be
beneficial to include bibliography as well.

Minor comments: hypotheses should be “tested” not “proven”; p. 37 — WG was also used
in Syria for many military operations as a way to gain plausible deniability; wrong
abbreviation of Central African Republic used (CAF instead of CAR); p. 48 — Turkey,
Armenia and Kyrgyzstan are strictly speaking not neighbours of Russia; sometimes too
long paragraphs; conclusions about lesser impact of Russian mercenaries in Africa post-
Wagner are not true (see CAR, Niger, Burkina Faso, Sudan or Mali).

Despite these comments, the author highlighted the capacity to write an academic text and
work with data and | recommend the thesis for a defence.
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